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A message from the fall 2011 battalion co  

Ensign Sanders 

In the Fall of 2011, I had the distinct pleasure of serving as the Battalion Commander of Tulane NROTC 

Unit. The semester went by quickly, and it was the daily interactions with my fellow Midshipmen that I remember 

more than any significant event. Despite working three years in the battalion, it was as though I had to prove myself 

once more all over again— they respected the position but expected me to elevate my own abilities to match my 

new role. It was a challenge I enjoyed throughout my tenure. 

The position gave me a unique 

opportunity to actually practice the lessons taught 

here within the battalion— I was able to blend 

leadership styles that I had witnessed over the 

years while trying to develop my own. I found 

certain weaknesses are easier to hide when you are 

not in front of the battalion all the time, and how 

quickly you have to raise your own standards for 

yourself now that you are on everyone’s radar. 

More than anything, the position gave me a new 

passion for loyalty followership; the duty I owed 

to the battalion redoubled my efforts to train to 

become a better leader.  While it is easy to raise 

expectations of people, I had to learn the most 

basic social contract: my best for your best. This 

mentality allowed me to grow with the battalion 

and continued my education as a future naval 

officer.   

I’d like to the thank the staff and students 

here at Tulane NROTC for allowing me the 

distinct privilege of serving as the Battalion Commander, and showing me that the education of leadership and 

followership continues always— even when you are the one everyone is looking to follow.  
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A message from the Spring 2012 battalion co 

22nd lieutenant Kramer 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Spring 2012 semester, I had the pleasure of being the Battalion Commander of Tulane NROTC. This 

semester was a whirlwind of activity that started from the day I took command. I have learned a great deal from this 

unit the four years that I have been here, and this semester just added to the knowledge that I will take with me 

throughout my career. There were many instances throughout the semester that tested my ability as the Battalion 

Commander, but I am pleased to say that due to my training from the unit staff and with the help of my peers we 

successfully completed the semester on a high note.  

I would like to extend my gratitude to the unit staff for this opportunity, and I would also like to thank my 

fellow peers and underclassmen for making this opportunity an exciting time in my life. I have learned a great deal 

from Tulane NROTC and I will be taking all that I have learned here and will put it into practice every day of my 

career.  SEMPER FIDELIS                       
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Orientation 

Orientation was very exciting and a great learning 

experience. The most valuable lesson I learned is no one person is 

the same, and as a developing leader, I will have to be mindful of 

this when trying to motivate others. For instance, I noticed that 

some of the entering Midshipmen were very sharp, competitive, and 

attentive, while other Midshipmen were more timid and hesitant. 

Distinguishing this difference in personalities helped me to 

recognize the individuals that needed special attention.  By the end 

of orientation, everyone had improved significantly, as a result of 

each of the orientation staff members fully committing themselves 

to helping every Midshipmen meet the battalion’s standard.  

There were tons of hilarious moments during orientation, 

but my most memorable moment took place in the Marines’ 

classroom, and I think that everyone will agree that this moment 

was pretty priceless. During a discussion of the battalion’s general 

knowledge packet, one of the Midshipmen expressed their passion 

for riding horses. It was one of those moments that you had to be 

there in order to find it funny, but it was great because it was the 

first opportunity we had to see some of the incoming 

Midshipmen’s personalities.                                                                              

-MIDN Heyser 
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Shrimp Boil 

This fall semester the Tulane Naval ROTC Battalion gathered up once more for the Annual Shrimp Boil 

held on The Fly behind Audubon Zoo.  We boiled over 60 lbs. of shrimp to feed our hungry battalion!  As the boil 

was being prepared, Midshipmen gathered together to throw a couple Frisbees, footballs, and even played a few 

rounds of volleyball in a true Top Gun fashion.  The Mids laughed, played, and feasted on the traditional shrimp 

boil and had an exceptional time.  Everyone was looking forward to the spring semester for our next great social 

event, the Annual Crawfish Boil. To recreate the boil that you once enjoyed as Midshipmen here at Tulane, here is 

the recipe that we follow (feel free to scale it as needed as this will feed about 70): 

Shrimp 60 lbs 

Corn 45 lbs 

Red Potatoes 45 lbs 

Onions 25 lbs 

Garlic 10 lbs 

Andouille Sausage 50 lbs 

            Shrimp Boil seasoning Mix 3 packages of powder 

 Feel free also to add celery or even oranges for a taste you 

won’t regret! In a great big pot that contains a draining basket, 

bring water and 1 package of seasoning to a boil.  While it’s 

heating, peel and cut your onions in half and peel the garlic.  

You may also cut up your sausage into pieces about 3 inches in 

length.  Cut oranges and celery in half as well.  Squeeze the 

juice from the orange into the pot before adding it to the boil.  

Now add enough garlic, onions, potatoes, corn, and sausage to fill the pot and let it boil for about 20-30 minutes or 

until the potatoes are soft.  Add celery and boil for about 8 minutes.  Remove the basket and empty the contents 

onto a table covered in newspaper.  Replace the basket, add shrimp and kill the heat.  After the shrimp are cooked, 

pour the shrimp on top of the rest of the boil and enjoy! Repeat this process with your leftovers.  Keep reusing your 

water, so you don’t miss out on the flavor, and keep adding your spice packages so your batches keep getting 

hotter! This recipe is in no way the only way to make your boil—add, subtract, do whatever you need to do to make 

this your boil so that family and friends may enjoy this tasty New Orleans tradition!                       

-MIDN McCauley  
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Field Exercises 

 This year, Raiders Platoon had their Fall Field Exercise in October at Ponchatoula High School.  

They participated in many activities that helped the Marine Options learn a basic understanding of what it 

is like to be in the field.  First, they completed the Obstacle Course to prepare those going to OCS this 

summer.  Next, was a simple compass course to introduce Land Nav to all of the new Midshipmen.  The 

final task of the day was a simulated assault using fire team and squad sized elements.  Each 2nd class 

Marine Option preparing to go to OCS had the opportunity to lead at least one assault. 

 Raiders Platoon had their Spring FEX at Camp Villere with Southern University from Baton 

Rouge at the end of March.  Unlike the Fall FEX, this was an overnight training evolution that consisted 

of a compass course at night, a Leadership Reaction Course, and a Small Unit Leadership Evaluation 

exercise.  The Leadership Reaction Course gave all Midshipmen the chance to lead a small group through 

the completion of a mission.  This usually involved some equipment that needed to make it to the other 

side of an obstacle.  The Small Unit Leadership Evaluation was a simulation of a graded event at OCS.  

Each 2nd Class Marine Option going to OCS this summer led a squad-sized element as they assaulted an 

objective. 

-MIDN Cooper 
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JJROTC Drill Meet 

Tulane University NROTC hosted the 

annual Battle of New Orleans JROTC Drill 

meet on 19 November 2011. This year 13 high 

school JROTC units competed against each 

other. The schools traveled from Louisiana, 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida. The 

Midshipmen in the Tulane ROTC unit staffed 

and planned everything for the event. The Midshipmen in charge of the drill meet started planning in the summer of 

2011 by setting the date for the event and reserving the fields. Upperclass Midshipmen were placed as OICs of the 

different jobs with underclassmen following their leadership. The different jobs Midshipmen were in charge of 

included Concessions, Tabulations, Logistics, Judging, and Runners. The upperclassmen had to plan out the 

execution of their respective jobs and think 

about how to lead the underclassmen. The 

event was conducted all under the leadership 

of the Midshipmen chain of command with the 

supervision of the JOs. 

                The Drill Meet consisted of events 

to test the JROTC members in a variety of 

skills in military life. The drill events included 

Personal Inspection, Unarmed Basic Drill, 

Armed Basic Drill, Unarmed Exhibition Drill, 

Armed Exhibition Drill, Academics, and Color Guard. The athletic events included Curl ups, Pushups, 16 X 100 

Yard Relay, and 8 X 220 Yard Relay. The events throughout the day were integrated with male and female JROTC 

cadets. Midshipmen in the NROTC unit at Tulane judged and tabulated all the scores for the events. In the end, 

Brother Martin took first place. The Tulane Midshipmen learned a lot about leadership and management from the 

event. The upperclassmen learned how to manage underclassmen while working with JROTC cadets. The 

event was fun for all involved. Midshipmen and JROTC cadets are all looking forward to next year’s 

Battle of New Orleans Drill Meet. 

-MIDN Meyers 
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Holiday Dinner 

 The annual holiday dinner this 

past fall semester was quite an event. 

The large group of senior Midshipmen 

used this opportunity to spread holiday 

cheer. The senior class wore holiday 

themed sweaters and some wore Santa 

hats while serving the underclassmen 

dinner. Each senior brought with them 

a plate or more of home cooked food. 

As the seniors were preparing the 

tables, the underclassmen serenaded 

them with song. The singers were 

underclass Midshipmen who wanted to 

promote Christmas spirit towards their 

fellow Midshipmen. As each 

underclassman went through the food line their plate was laden with delicious holiday fare. 

 After everyone had enjoyed their second helpings from the food table, it was time for the class speeches. 

Each class appointed two representatives to speak on behalf of their class about what they were thankful for this 

school year and life in general. In the spirit of the holiday cheer each Midshipman brought a toy for the annual Toys 

for Tots drive. The wardroom was overrun with toys for the drive. This was a great time full of comradery and 

holiday cheer.  

-MIDN Cooper 
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Mardi Gras Drill Meet 

The 2012 Mardi Gras Drill Meet was held 

on Friday, 17 February entirely on Tulane’s 

campus.  With 31 schools attending, Tulane’s 

Midshipmen worked diligently to conduct a 

successful drill meet.  The drill meet consisted of 

Platoon Inspection, Platoon Armed Basic Drill, 

Squad Basic Drill, Color Guard, Platoon 

Exhibition, and Individual Exhibition.  Both 

senior and junior enlisted Marines from around 

the nation judged the events.  Each year the drill 

meet relies on the hard work of these Marines.   

 The first event of the drill meet was at 

0720. Competitors change every 20 minutes until 

all teams have competed in each desired event.  

Tulane Midshipmen volunteered many hours as 

school guides, assistants to the OICs, and 

countless other tasks to ensure a smooth and enjoyable time for the competing schools.  The award ceremony began 

promptly after each score was tabulated and the final standings were available.  The drill meet ended around 1600 

when all event locations were cleared and equipment stowed.  The events were located on the practice field 

(Westfeldt field) and Brown quad.   

The overall drill meet winners of 2012 are as follows: 1st place Texas A&M USMC, 2nd place South 

Carolina, 3rd place USMMA.  It was a privilege to host the annual drill meet for drill teams across the nation from 

all branches of the armed forces.                                                     

 -MIDN Battaglia 

 

 

 



  Page 11  
  

  

Jacksonville Regatta 

In late March the Tulane NROTC sail team competed in the annual Jacksonville Regatta hosted by 

Jacksonville State University and NAS Jax. Newcomers MIDN 1/C Knoll and MIDN 2/C Acosta joined veterans 

MIDN 1/C Harris and team OIC MIDN 1/C Hamblin in an effort to reestablish the Tulane NROTC sail team 

reputation. In 2011, the team brought home some hardware, but not quite the type that one would choose to brag 

about. They won the famed "anchor trophy" for being the slowest team on the water. This year, with the guidance 

of their respected leader LT C.T. Harlan, the sailors weathered thunderstorms, periods of high and low wind, 

unexpected gusts, numerous capsizes and frustrating delays. At the end of the day, Tulane Navy Sailing won the 

first place overall after a series of spectacular first place individual performances from several of their top sailors. 

The team was happy to claim the gold and let last year's anchor sink into their distant memories.  Next year, the 

team looks forward to competing in the South Carolina NROTC Regatta in the fall as well as the Jax Regatta next 

spring. 

-MIDN Harris 
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Crescent City Classic 

  On 7 April 2012, seven Tulane NROTC Midshipmen participated in the 34th annual Crescent City 

Classic, a 10K Road Race. At 0545, the midshipmen gathered in the French Quarter near Café Du Monde 

to meet with the OIC of the Marine Support Group from NAS Belle Chasse.  After a brief discussion of 

the day’s plans, the Midshipmen were divided into pairs and positioned at various places along the start 

line to help guide the runners to their correct starting positions according to their bib color. The race 

began at 0800, and the Midshipmen, in 

exchange for volunteering prior to the 

race, were allowed to run the 

course.  A few Midshipmen ran in a 

group at a leisurely pace and 

enjoyed the many festivities along 

the way. One Fourth Class 

Midshipman ran alone for a 

competitive time and finished at 38 

minutes. 

                After all Midshipmen 

completed the race, they were invited 

by the Marine Support Group to their tent in City Park for food and drinks. The Midshipmen enjoyed 

good Louisiana Creole cooking such as jambalaya, along with fresh fruit, washed down with good New 

Orleans brewed Abita Amber beer. The Executive Officer, CDR Reyher, also completed the race and 

joined the Midshipmen at the tent for the after race festivities. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed both the race 

and the post-race events, and the graduating seniors who participated in the event were heartbroken that 

they would not be able to experience another next Easter. 

-MIDN Knoll 
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             SSenior Social 

On 26 October, the Midshipmen class of 

2012, their dates, unit staff, and spouses gathered 

at the Windsor Court in the heart of downtown 

New Orleans to celebrate the 2011 Senior 

Social.  This event served to commemorate the 

hard work and many achievements of the senior 

class and to set the tone for their final semesters 

as Midshipmen.  The evening began with an 

elaborate buffet and top shelf open bar provided by the Windsor Court.  Following dinner, many toasts 

were given among Midshipmen and staff members alike, and all in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the 

evening.  After finishing up at the Windsor Court, the Midshipmen then continued their festivities at the 

Carousel Bar in the Monteleone Hotel.  The Midshipman class of 2012 would like to thank their 

anonymous benefactor for providing yet another memorable Senior Social.                                                                    

-MIDN Walker 
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Senior Mess 

On the evening of 20 April, the senior Midshipmen and officers of the Tulane Naval ROTC Unit came 

together in good health and good spirit for the annual Senior Dining In. This year’s festivities took place in a 

beautiful room at Dickie Brennan’s Bourbon House overlooking the restaurant bar and Bourbon Street beyond it. 

The evening was successfully planned out by the Vice President of the Mess, MIDN 2/C Morgan Waddington, and 

several other Midshipmen. The seniors and staff enjoyed a dinner of crepes, gumbo, ‘the” beef, and dessert 

accompanied by decanted wine and a lively grog.  

 The entertainment for the evening included several parody skits on Midshipmen and staff members, a 

slideshow of the class’s past four years, gag gifts, and the traditional challenges and fines. While certainly a night to 

remember, there was no better way for the Midshipmen of the class of 2012 to close their senior year than with 

good food and even better company.    

-MIDN Laurie 
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Farewell Ball 

On 27 April 2012 the entire battalion, their dates, unit staff and significant others, and honorary guests 

gathered for the annual Farewell Ball.  This event acts as an opportunity to recognize the graduating seniors and 

outstanding Midshipmen within the battalion.  The night began with a cocktail hour at the Navy Building.  We had 

nothing but the finest Midshipmen serving as our bartenders while everyone mingled and reflected upon the 

memories and history of Tulane NROTC.  We then proceeded to the ballroom in the Lavin-Bernick Center where 

the rest of the ceremony took place.  Each of the seniors and their dates marched through a sword arch before being 

seated.  Following the blessing and signing of the National Anthem, the guests were presented with an exquisite 

salad as the first course.  Then the delectable main entrees of chicken, beef, or vegetable paraded through the Hall.  

Finally, the savory chocolate dessert drizzled with raspberry sauce and topped with whipped cream and fresh fruit 

was presented to the guests. Once everyone was full of wonderful food, wine, and great conversations the awards 

began.  This year the unit had the opportunity to give out a record 45 awards, including $5,900 in monetary 

donations and four swords.  Midshipmen were recognized for their leadership abilities, academic excellence, and 

military aptitude.  The night ended with gag gifts presented to the unit staff from the First Class Midshipmen.   We 

would all like to thank the support we received from our honorary guests and other members within the community.  

  -MIDN Diggs 
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Commissioning 

A ceremony the likes of commissioning is one that few are privy to witness and even less are invited to 

participate. The commissioning of the seniors from Tulane University’s Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps on 

19 May 2012 was no exception. As the sun broke over the Mississippi River, a new class of leaders was inducted 

into the distinguished ranks of the United States Navy and Marine Corps. These honored few accomplished what 

many others could not, completing four years of hard work in which they molded their leadership, communication, 

time management, and organizational skills; becoming role models for those midshipmen who come after them.  

 The ceremony began with the introduction of distinguished guests, including Captain Chatham, USN, 

commanding officer of Tulane’s Naval ROTC Unit, and Brigadier General Machut, USMC, Commanding General 

of the 4th Marine Logistics Group. Captain Kramer, Marine Officer Instructor at Tulane, officiated the ceremony. 

As the Navy Band marched in the seniors, a new dawn broke within the ranks of leadership, culminating with the 

final Oath, a pledge to serve as an officer within the United States Navy and Marine Corps. Brigadier General 

Machut and Captain Chatham provided a series of inspirational comments especially suited for this graduating 

class. Families wept in pride and delight, celebrating the accomplishment of those we were lucky enough to call our 

seniors. Commissioning 2012 was as great as the seniors it recognized. 

-MIDN Tessnow 
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COMMISSIONED SENIORS DESTINATIONS 

MIDN 1/C Victoria Cooper – Will report to the USS MESA VERDE in Norfolk, VA 

MIDN 1/C Brittany Daniels – Will report to the USS BOXER in San Diego, CA 

MIDN 1/C William Davis- Will report as a student Naval Flight Officer to NAS Pensacola  

Staff Sergeant Ezra Day- Will report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA 

MIDN 1/C Samantha Diggs- Will report to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, 

MD 

MIDN 1/C Luke Durrough – Will report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA 

MIDN 1/C Elton Ford Duncan- Will report to the “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA 

MIDN 1/C Jeffrey Fudge (Dec 2011)- Will report as a student Naval Aviator to NAS Pensacola 

MIDN 1/C Abigail Harris – Will report to the USS MICHAEL MURPHY in Pearl Harbor, HI 

MIDN 1/C Hang Sin Knoll- Will report to the USS STOCKDALE in San Diego, CA 

MIDN 1/C Joseph Kramer- Will report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA 

MIDN 1/C Adam Laurie- Will report as a student Naval Flight Officer to NAS Pensacola 

MIDN 1/C Keegan McCauley- Will report to the USS PHILIPPINE SEA in Mayport, FL 

MIDN 1/C Simone Mims (Dec 2011)- Will report to USS BAINBRIDGE in Norfolk,VA 

MIDN 1/C Daniel Meyers- Will report to Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC 

MIDN 1/C James Penn (Dec 2011)- Will report as a student Naval Aviator to NAS Pensacola. 

MIDN 1/C David Pheiffer- Will Report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA 

MIDN 1/C Terrence Sanders- Will report to the USS SHILOH in Yokosuka, Japan 

MIDN 1/C Brandon Walker- Will report as a student Naval Aviator to NAS Pensacola. 
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Website and Newsletter Current events 
Find a classmate On-line access to our 
extensive archives Distribution of The 

Helm  

Midn. Engagement Activities Participate in 
Commissioning Ceremony Midn. Awards Ceremony, 

LCDR Jack Wintle Award Annual Homecoming 
reception Alumni history compilation  

Alumni Archives -capturing our contributions and experiences 
Memorial plaque -honoring those fallen during service Complete 
listing of all class members by year Individual oral and written 

histories, biographies Class histories, incl. the Taffrail Log 
yearbook The HELM, Tulane NROTC's newsletter  

Personal Scrapbooks  

2012: NROTC Alumni Association Annual Dues: $30  

                    -or-Lifetime Membership Dues: $250  

 

Please make checks payable to the Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.  

Just fill out this form and mail to:  

Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.  
Tulane NROTC Unit, Tulane University  

       I 6823 St. Charles Ave.  
New Orleans, LA 70118-5698  

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Rank (Active duty or Retired personnel): ______________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail address: ________________________________________________________ 


