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A message from the Commanding Officer
Captain Anthony Chatham
The Naval ROTC program at Tulane University has witnessed another outstanding year, and I continue to
stand in awe of the caliber of young men and women we are sending to the Fleet to lead our country’s Sailors and
Marines. These eager Second Lieutenants and Ensigns are carrying on a proud tradition, representing a world
class education and a heritage of service, sacrifice and love of their country. I could not be prouder to be a part of
their journey.
The start of this Fall 2012 semester marked just 6 years since the unit returned to operations after the
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. As we held our Commissioning ceremony in May on the LBC Quad, I could not
help but ponder that these graduating seniors were 9th graders in high school as this city and Tulane struggled to
recover in the immediate aftermath of the worst natural disaster in this country’s history. The unit, along with the
University and the city of New Orleans, continues to be a stalwart beacon of resiliency and determination, and
collectively they have together grown stronger for having dealt with such traumatic and disruptive events.
Our midshipmen continue to master the academic, physical fitness and leadership challenges necessary to
be future Officers in the Navy and Marine Corps. They grow each day in character and integrity, even as they
undergo valuable hands-on Fleet summer training sessions all around the world as I write this letter. As I said in
last year’s letter, I am not sad to see them leave when they graduate and commission. They are eager, hungry for
challenges and opportunities, and they have worked extremely hard to prepare themselves for their roles as
Officers. Our Navy and Marine Corps are in great hands going forward.

A message from the fall 2012 battalion co
Ensign Dietsche

It was both an honor and a privilege to lead TU NROTC this fall. We had a great semester, welcoming a
highly regarded freshmen class during an intense and challenging orientation period and kicking off the
semester’s activities with perfect weather at the annual shrimp boil. It was fun to see all of us come together and
genuinely enjoy our time together both professionally and socially. Along with this, we were able to meet some
truly inspiring current and former officers at the alumni homecoming luncheon.
All of our events went smoothly including the annual Battle of Orleans Drill Meet right before
Thanksgiving. Everyone came together as a team and pushed through one of the most challenging events of the
year. From concessions to tabs, everyone showed up and put out a great effort.
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As a whole, it is encouraging to see a number of midshipmen in the sophomore and junior classes
embrace new leadership roles. From leading new volunteer activities to maintaining good order and discipline
throughout the ranks, it is easy to see that all of the midshipmen are motivated to become great officers in the
Naval Service.

A message from the Spring 2013 battalion co
2nd lieutenant Waddington
During the final day of my Freshmen Orientation, our Battalion Commander stepped in front of the wary,
newly inducted 4/C and asked us, “Do you have any questions for me?” Breaking the hanging silence, I asked the
first thing that came to mind: what do you do as BNCO?
He thought about it for a second, and then another, before finally telling us, “I spend my time overseeing
the Battalion. And making sure nothing gets fouled up.”
At the time I thought he was just being evasive, or that he didn’t think we would understand if he
explained what he really did. Looking back on it I have to laugh, because I see that he was just telling us the truth.
My own semester spent “overseeing the Battalion” and making sure nothing got too fouled up has
reinforced an important lesson—to trust and utilize the people you work with. Trying, on you own, to take on all
of tasks you are assigned as Battalion Commander will overwhelm you. By delegating to, and following up with,
my staff we managed to meet and overcome all of the challenges that the busy second semester threw at us.
From Hurricane Isaac, which shortened our orientation schedule, to travel restrictions that cut back on the
number of schools participating in our annual Mardi Gras Drill Meet, we worked as a cohesive and communicative
unit to power through the potential setbacks as they arose. Even coupled with the day-to-day issues that arise
when 57 type-A personalities work in close-proximity to one another, we managed to have a smooth and
successful year.
I thank the Battalion Staff for working tirelessly all semester, and for making my job easier. I thank the
Unit Staff for allowing me to fill the role of Battalion Commander, and for giving us the freedom and tools to run
the ship as saw fit. And I thank every Midshipman in the Battalion for putting out day after day, and for refusing
to settle for mediocrity. Semper Fidelis

Orientation
The Fall Semester of 2012 marked the 75th class of incoming freshmen midshipmen to have been sworn in
as members of the Tulane Naval ROTC Battalion. On the afternoon of 25 August 2012, Captain Chatham swore in
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our freshmen, who were then taken onto Tulane NROTC’s Drill Deck and instructed on how their Orientation
would proceed.

From the tides of war to the winds of Mother Nature, every year has brought about new challenges
during the long and distinguished history associated with our battalion. For our 23 Midshipmen, this proved no
exception. Hurricane Isaac forced Freshmen Orientation to be pushed by one week, causing scheduling conflicts
and difficult situations for all.

After one week’s postponement, freshmen orientation proceeded as scheduled, commencing with a
weekend spent in one of the most important and historic buildings on Tulane University’s campus, our Navy
Building. During this time, a staff composed of primarily upperclassman midshipmen instructed and developed
our 4th class midshipmen’s military aptitude in a series of events aimed at stimulating their minds and sharpening
their bearing. Sunday marked the final day of Freshmen Orientation 2012, culminating in the traditional Tulane
Naval ROTC Shrimp Boil, an event aimed at welcoming and inducting our freshmen into the battalion.
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Shrimp Boil

On September 9th Tulane University’s Naval ROTC Unit took a trip down to the fly for their annual shrimp
boil. The shrimp boil kicked off the new semester and welcomed in a new class of freshman who had just finished
their orientation period. The Midshipmen of Tulane NROTC got to kick back and enjoy the beautiful New Orleans
weather, along with some traditional Cajun cuisine. During the shrimp boil alumni came and spoke and all
reflected on the generations of Naval and Marine Officers that went through this unit. All present celebrated the
tradition of Tulane’s NROTC Unit and later on got to see the freshmen class present a skit poking fun at their
orientation instructors. For the other Midshipmen and staff at the unit the shrimp boil served as a great
opportunity to come together and catch up with friends after the summer. Many of the Midshipmen came back
with stories from their summer cruises in the fleet and for some of the seniors, tales of the infamous Officer
Candidate’s School in Quantico, Virginia. All in all the semester was kicked off without a hitch and everyone who
was able to make it out to the fly that day had a wonderful time.
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Field Exercises

On Saturday the 22nd of October at 0500, the Raiders Platoon and a few Navy-Option volunteers made
their way to Ponchatoula High School to participate in the Fall Field Exercises (FEX). Midshipmen took the day to
work on obstacle course training, land navigation, and squad/fire team assault tactics. During the obstacle course
section of the FEX, midshipmen had the opportunity to practice the obstacles that are a part of the Marine Corps
Obstacle Course. The exercise is extremely important for Marine Option Midshipmen because the Marine Corps
Obstacle Course is a tested event at Officer Candidate School. Midshipman 4/C Fuller noted his appreciation for
the training stating, “Getting a chance to do the O-course during the FEX allowed me to gain firsthand experience
of what I can expect at OCS. As a 4/C I appreciate the opportunity to be exposed to challenges I am going to face
so early on.” For the 3/C and 4/C Midshipmen, the O-Course acted as a run through to hone their skills for in
ongoing preparation for OCS. A huge asset to the Marine Company were the three 1/C Midshipmen that had
already completed OCS. Midshipmen Alombro, Edwards, and Waddington helped the younger midshipmen by not
only running the FEX, but also serving as mentors to the 2/C midshipmen who will be attending OCS next summer.
When asked about his opportunity to serve as a mentor, MIDN 1/C Waddington stated, “For three years you are
absorbing information and sharpening your teeth for OCS. The schooling doesn't end there though. As 1/C we
have to switch gears and learn out how to teach those skills, so that the midshipmen under us are as prepared for
the rigors of Officer Candidate School as our predecessors made us." The 1/C leadership extended throughout the
day, but became extremely prevalent during the squad and fire team tactics portion of the FEX.
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JROTC Drill Meet
The Tulane NROTC hosted its 20th annual Battle of New Orleans JROTC Drill meet on Novemeber 17th. We
saw an overall decrease in attendence this year because of last minute issues with the academic boards of some
of the highschools. Final attendance numbers fell at 11 JROTC units and approximatly 250 cadets which resulted
in good, healthy competition between the schools. Schools travelled as much as 4 hours to compete in New
Orleans this year.

A change was implemented this year so that the drill meet utililized the LOI which would be used for the
final championship drill meet. This was change received positivly by all who attended and will be continued into
the future. The events available to compete in included Personal Inspection, Unarmed Basic Drill, Armed Basic
Drill, Unarmed Exhibition Drill, Armed Exhibition Drill, Academics, Color Guard, and Athletics. The Midshipman
assigned to each school did a superb job keeping the schools informed and running on time. Upper class
Midshipman chosen as OICs for different functions required to properly run the competition. This provided an
opportunity to apply the concepts taught to Midshipman from the day they first enter the program.
The overall winner of this year’s Battle of New Orleans JROTC Drill meet was Navarre High School with
Neshoba and Brother Martin placing second and third. One of the Naval Science Instructors said the following
about this year’s competition. “I have been coming to the Tulane meet for 8 plus years. Despite the minor
grumblings from people like me this meet was the best meet your school has put on in those 8 years.” This year’s
JROTC drill meet was a valuable learning experience for all the Midshipman involved and the lessons learned will
be carried forward to next year to eliminate even the most minor of grumblings.
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Holiday Dinner
The Fall Semester of 2013 concluded in a celebratory air with the annual Holiday Dinner. Scents of the
holiday season pervaded a festive atmosphere as the soon-to-be commissioned senior class prepared an evening
of happy tidings for their juniors within the battalion. Oven-Roasted Turkey, Honey-Baked Ham, Stuffing, and
Cranberry Sauce were all combined into a feast fit for such a joyous occasion. Unit staff members and battalion
midshipmen alike were brought together in order to celebrate the conclusion of another successful semester.
Prior to the feast, the battalion was ushered into the festivities through songs offered by a group of
volunteer Acapella-singing midshipman. The battalion was serenaded by this group of midshipmen from the
upper deck within the Navy Building, providing a raucous interpretation of Carly Rae Jepson’s “Call Me Maybe” to
a roar of laughter from the midshipmen watching on the drill deck below. Captain Chatham and Commander
Reyher then provided words of inspiration and preparation for the upcoming winter break. Following their words,
the battalion began to feast upon the incredible meal prepared by the senior class of 2013.
After dinner, midshipmen from each of the classes provided words of gratitude and thanksgiving for the
battalion. This was culminated by a cake ceremony. At the end of the evening, each midshipman returned to
his/her residence with a smile on his/her face and a stomach full of amazing food.

Mardi Gras Drill Meet
The 2013 Mardi Gras Drill Meet was held on Friday, 08 February on the picturesque fields of Tulane’s
campus. With 19 schools attending, Tulane’s Midshipmen worked diligently as a unit to conduct a successful drill
meet. The drill meet consisted of Platoon Inspection, Platoon Armed Basic Drill, Squad Basic Drill, Color Guard,
Platoon Exhibition, and Individual Exhibition. Both senior and junior enlisted Marines from around the nation
judged the events. Each year the drill meet relies on the
hard work of these selfless and dedicated Marines.
The first event of the drill meet began at 0720. Competitors
change every 15 minutes until all teams have competed in
each desired event. Tulane Midshipmen volunteered many
hours as school guides, assistants to the OICs, and countless
other tasks to ensure a smooth and enjoyable time for the
competing schools. The award ceremony began promptly
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after each score was tabulated and the final standings were available. The drill meet ended around 1500 when all
event locations were cleared and equipment stowed. The events were located on McAllister quad, the LBC quad,
and Brown quad.

The overall drill meet winners of 2013 are as follows: 1st place Texas A&M University Fish Drill Team, 2nd
place Norwich University Corps of Cadets, and 3rd place University of South Carolina. It was a privilege to host the
Meet being one of the largest drill meets in the country, this was not only a challenge but an opportunity to hone
my leadership skills with the guidance and support of my fellow Tulane midshipmen.

University of South Carolina Regatta
The Sail team traveled to Columbia South Carolina to participate in the University of South Carolina’s
annual regatta. The regatta was held on 15 September on Lake Murray just outside of Columbia. Newcomers
MIDN 4/C Miller and MIDN 3/C Weachter joined veterans MIDN 1/C Acosta and team OIC MIDN 1/C Hamblin in
an effort to repeat our victory last spring. The team struggled through a day of frustrating sailing in unfamiliar low
wind conditions, quite different from the conditions on our home waters of Lake Ponchartrain. Following the
regatta the team took part in the USC NROTC tailgate outside Williams-Brice Stadium and attended the game
between the Gamecocks and the UAB Blazers. After the fall semester MIDN 4/C Fuller replaced MIDN Hamblin as
the Sail Team’s OIC for the spring semester, unfortunately the team was not able to make the trip to Jacksonville
this year to defend last year’s title.

Page 10

Crawfish Boil
A Louisiana Spring signals the start of Crawfish season. On 06 April, the Tulane Naval ROTC Battalion set
out to bite some tails, suck some heads, and enjoy a darn good day of camaraderie on the fly. The cooking team
set themselves up under a nice shady tree and got to boiling before everyone arrived at 1100. With 120 pounds
of crawfish, bunches of potatoes, sausage, corn, and a myriad of secret ingredients, the cooking team got to work
to blend everything together for the next four hours.
While the team was slicing, dicing, stirring, and tasting everything to make sure it was spicy enough, the
rest of the battalion, along with friends and family, enjoyed the day of football, Frisbee, volleyball, and good
conversation with their fellow shipmates. When the first batch of crawfish was ready, the team spread it out on
newspaper-covered tables and the battalion flocked. As the afternoon went on, the cooking team turned out four
batches, each spicier than the next, until it was time to set it all down. Thanks to Midshipman Second Class
Hendren, Special Operations Officer, the day not only boosted morale among the midshipmen, but it prominently
displayed the cohesive command climate that exists at the Tulane University Naval ROTC Unit.

Page 11

Senior Social

On Halloween the Officers and Senior Midshipmen gathered for a night of fun and camaraderie at our
annual senior social. The social was held on the top floor of the Windsor Court Hotel, a beautiful setting complete
with a rooftop patio and remarkable views of the city, where everyone enjoyed drinks and an amazing spread of
delicious food. To celebrate the spirit of Halloween the theme Mad Men was set for the evening and all arrived in
their best impression of a 60’s businessman. After the social concluded the party moved to the Carousel Bar at the
Hotel Monteleone until the night drew to a close. It was a night that most will never forget and others will never
remember and the senior class would like to once again thank our very generous benefactor for the incredible
evening.
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Senior Mess
On the evening of 19 April, the Wardroom and the First Class Midshipmen of the Tulane NROTC Unit met
in great health and greater spirits for the Unit’s annual Dining-In. The fraternal group of Midshipmen and
Commissioned Officers met in a private room on the second floor of Ember’s Steak House on Bourbon Street. The
night began with a lively cocktail hour on a private balcony over the raucous street below. Promptly at 1900, the
President of the Mess, Second Lieutenant Waddington, and Vice President of the Mess, Midshipman First Class
Hendren called the Mess to order.

After the mixing of a fearsome bowl of grog and the parading of the beef, the Mess heard several
performances including a poetry slam by Midshipman First Class Tessnow and a multitude of creative challenges
made on the Junior Officers and the Executive Officer. During dinner, the Mess viewed a slideshow of the First
Class’s time in New Orleans, which reminded them of the great times past. Though Senior Mess Night sets the
stage for a nostalgic “end of an era” celebration, the Midshipmen fully understood that the end of college is but a
new beginning in their Naval careers.
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Farewell Ball

The Battalion gathered on July 26, 2013 for the annual Farewell Ball. This event is the chance for everyone
to celebrate the achievements of individuals in the unit as well as give one final farewell to the senior class. The
evening started with a cocktail hour in the Navy Building. Members of the battalion arrived looking their best in
their Service Dress Blues with dates dressed to the nines on their arms. The midshipmen mingled with each other,
the unit staff, and with the many honored guests present. After a move to the Lavin Bernick Center, the dinner
began. After the meal, the ceremony began. This year it started with the staff members who are leaving the unit
get honored for all they have done for us. After this the
midshipmen awards began; this year a total of 28 awards were
given out, some of which had a monetary component, which
totaled over $8000! Finally, the ceremony concluded with the
seniors giving gag gifts to the unit staff as a lighthearted way
to thank them for all the work they have done over the course
of the year. The unit would like to thank all of our honored
guests and community members that support our unit and
made this wonderfully evening possible.
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Commissioning

On 17 May 2013, Tulane’s Navy ROTC program
commissioned eight graduates into to the United States’ Navy
and Marine Corps. The commissioning ceremony took place
on Tulane’s L.B.C quad where family members and friends
gathered to witness the start of the new Officers’ careers in
service. The guest of Honor and former Tulane Navy ROTC
graduate, Rear Admiral Richard P. Snyder, gave a motiving
speech to inspire young officers and others throughout their
careers and lives. After the official oath of office was
repeated, the officers’ had their rank insignia pinned by
friends and family, a long awaited moment that was well
earned.
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COMMISSIONED SENIORS DESTINATIONS

ENS Laura Adams – Will report as a Student Naval Aviator to NAS Pensacola.
ENS Mark Behnke – Will report to the USS MESA VERDE in Norfolk, VA.
ENS Jonathan Clark – Will report to the USS MESA VERDE in Norfolk, VA.
ENS Daryl Dietsche - Will report to Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC.
2nd LT Matthew Dobbins - Will report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA.
ENS Christian Hamblin – Will report as a Student Naval Aviator to NAS Pensacola.
ENS William Levi – Will report to Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC.
2nd LT Morgan Waddington – Will report to “The Basic School” in Quantico, VA.
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Website and Newsletter Current events
find a classmate On-line access to our
extensive archives Distribution of The
Helm
Midn. Engagement Activities Participate in
Commissioning Ceremony Midn. Awards Ceremony,
LCDR Jack Wintle Award Annual Homecoming
reception Alumni history compilation
Alumni Archives -capturing our contributions and experiences
Memorial plaque -honoring those fallen during service Complete
listing of all class members by year Individual oral and written
histories, biographies Class histories, incl. the Taffrail Log
yearbook The HELM, Tulane NROTC's newsletter
Personal Scrapbooks

2013: NROTC Alumni Association Annual Dues: $30
-OrLifetime Membership Dues: $250

Please make checks payable to the Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.
Just fill out this form and mail to:

Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.
Tulane NROTC Unit, Tulane University
I

6823 St. Charles Ave.

New Orleans, LA 70118-5698

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Rank (Active duty or Retired personnel): ______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________

E-Mail address: ________________________________________________________
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