
We are seeking additional participation in Association management by mem-
bers of more recent classes who live in the area, or who are able to attend quar-
terly meetings. Please let us know if you are available and interested in joining 
our management team. 

We are striving to increase dues paying memberships to generate recurring in-
come to cover annual operations.  The WWII alumni provided exceptional fi-
nancial support for annual activities in past years, but as the number of survi-
vors have decreased, so has our annual income.  Please consider joining our 
membership to help the Association provide support for the unit and its mid-
shipmen. 

We have been working diligently to prepare reasonable budgets for future 
needs and planned activities, which include unit support, midshipman awards, 
communications, reunions, archives and oral histories, and facilities. The com-
munications budget now includes several newsletters annually, and increased 
communications to tell alumni what we are doing and hopefully generate addi-
tional membership.   

Do yourself a favor, check out our website: 
http://www.tulanenrotcalumni.org. It has lots 
of information alumni might be interested in, 
including the names of members of all clas-
ses, alumni bios, flag officer alumni, etc., and 
provides a way for getting in contact with 
classmates through our alumni data base. 
 
There has been no recent activity regarding 
Tulane plans for the Navy Building. We are 
in contact with Administration representa-
tives, and expect to be notified of any pro-
posed changes and to be involved in discus-
sions regarding development of plans for 
such changes.   

We have been monitoring existing endowments for midshipmen scholarships at 
Tulane that have historically been underutilized.  The income from these en-
dowments fund tuition, books and fee scholarships for    (cont’d on page 3)  
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Homecoming 2014 

The Association’s 2014 Annual Meeting  and Homecoming reception were well 

attended again this year.  The Yulman Stadium provided a wonderful venue for 

the first Homecoming game to take place on the Tulane campus  in more than 

thirty years.  The Association would like to thank Captain Huete and the 

NROTC unit for provided a fantastic tailgate party for alumni on the front lawn 

of the Navy Building.  Consider joining us next year for the festivities. 
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Special points of 
interest: 

 Do you remember the 
Mardi Gras Drill 
Meet?  It is still going 
strong.  Come see the 
latest generation com-
pete on  the Tulane 
campus , Friday 13 
Feb beginning at 0700. 

 NROTC Midshipmen 
host the second annual 
Fallen 5k run in Audu-
bon Park on Saturday, 
21 Feb at 0900 

 Please support us by 
becoming a dues pay-
ing member.  CLICK 
HERE 
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will be a Battalion run effort, but alumni participation 

and support will most certainly be welcome to defray 

expenses, such as towing, storage, and insurance.  

This year we’ll probably only ride in one parade, but 

in future years additional parades will be added.  Any 

alumni interested in riding with the midshipmen 

should contact us ASAP.           

The Saturday after Mardi Gras is the date of the sec-
ond Fallen 5K, a race conceived and executed by our 
midshipmen.  The mids are actively looking for race 
sponsors, and have already secured commitments 
from some local vendors.  If you or your business is 
interested in sponsoring the race, please let us know.  
A portion of the proceeds from the race will be donat-
ed to the Lone Survivor Foundation, an organization 
that supports our wounded veterans.  You can register 
for the race at this link: http://tulanenrotc.com/fallen-
5k/ .  I look forward to seeing you on race day! 
At the end of February we will send three of our mid-
shipmen to South Bend to participate in the annual 
Notre Dame Leadership Weekend ( https://
nrotc.nd.edu/nlw/ ).  This is a tremendous opportunity 
for our mids to network with their peers from across 
the nation and participate in lectures and seminars 
with senior Navy and Marine Corps leaders.  This 
would not have happened if not for the exceptional 
generosity of our alumni, in particular Lt. Col (ret) 
John Stelly, ’77 of United Airlines, who contributed 
airfare for our participants.  Many thanks to Lt. Col 
Stelly and all the alumni for your support – we could-
n’t have done this without you.   
In addition to all the events mentioned above, Spring 

semester will finish up with our annual Awards Cere-

mony, and, of course, commissioning.  If you’re lo-

cal, I hope that you’ll be able to participate in at least 

one of these events.  You are always invited to come 

back and visit your unit – thank you for all you do for 

your midship-

man, and I hope 

to see you soon! 

 

Very respectfully, 

Patrick Huete  

Greetings from the corner of Freret and McAlister!  
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Dear Alumni, Happy New 

Year.  We just wrapped up 

a very busy Fall Semester, 

where your midshipmen 

acquitted themselves quite 

well academically.  The 

unit average GPA was 3.1, 

56% of the unit earned 

above a 3.0, and 12 mid-

shipmen earned Dean’s 

List honors.  In addition to 

our academic accomplish-

ments, we had a variety of successful events this past 

semester, to include a Dining In, the JROTC Drill 

Meet, and our Homecoming Tailgate.  I was delighted 

to meet so many of you at the Tailgate, and a good time 

was had by all.  It was great to once again tailgate on 

campus, and I look forward to hosting more next fall.    

Last semester we partnered with the Registrar’s Office 

and offered the use of our classrooms to other depart-

ments.  By doing this, we were able to receive some 

substantial audiovisual and material upgrades to the 

building, increasing our quality of instruction.  More 

importantly, we’ve become a closer partner with the 

school administration and a better neighbor to the 

Tulane community, as our action has relieved some of 

the school’s burden on available classroom space.  I’m 

excited that Tulane students who never would have had 

any reason to visit us are now in our building multiple 

times a week.  This will increase our visibility on cam-

pus and perhaps create a spark of interest in our pro-

gram from someone who would otherwise never have 

considered NROTC.   

As I write this note, your midshipmen are back on cam-

pus ready to start the Spring semester, which promises 

to be both busy and exciting.  Mardi Gras is just around 

the corner, and, as usual, our midshipmen will be 

marching in a couple of parades.  This year, we will 

march in the Pontchartrain and Tucks parades.  What’s 

new this year is an initiative to transfer ownership of 

the Naval Recruiting District’s float CONSTITUTION 

to the unit.  We continue to work the details, but we’ve 

been given the green light to pursue ownership.  This 
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The Asso-

ciation 

needs your 

help in 

support of 

our mis-

sion.  Our 

main 

source of 

revenue is 

your con-

tribution.  

-  Now you can pay dues or make charitable contributions online via PayPal: 

http://www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/Donate_Online_page.htm 

-  $5 Discount on annual dues when signing up for a recurring annual member-

ship online.  Recurring memberships provide a convenient way to systemati-

cally invest in the Association mission.   

-  Active duty annual membership rate of ($15) to encourage those in service 

to add their voice to ours in support of the NROTC unit.  ($10 if set up as a 

recurring membership) Thank You for your service! 

2015 Membership Drive—Invest in your Association! 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Earl J. Higgins   

Dues Form (please include with check):  
V1.4 Feb15 
Name: ____________________________ 
Class of:__________ 
Rank (Active duty personnel):________ 
Address:__________________________ 
City, State & Zip:___________________       
E-Mail: ___________________________ 
Phone:  ___________________________ 
 
Lifetime Dues ($250)/  
Annual Dues ($30)  
Active Duty Dues ($15)  
(please circle one) 
or 
Charitable Gift amount $_________ 
 

Please make checks payable to: Tulane 
NROTC Alumni Assn.   
Mail to:  
Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc. 
Tulane NROTC Unit, Tulane University 
6823 St. Charles Ave. 
New Orleans, LA 70118-5698  
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Tulane Naval ROTC Alumni 

Association Membership Card 

Name:_____________________________ 

 

Class of ____ 

Membership Card (please cut along dotted line) 

Tulane Naval ROTC alumni have gone on to do any number of things outside of their military ser-
vice.  Earl J. Higgins ‘1961 is a graduate of Tulane University with a BA in English and a Juris Doc-
torate.  He is also a past member of your NROTC Alumni Association Board.  He has had a long ca-
reer of government service from retiring from USNR as a CDR to serving the US Court of Appeals, 
5th District to being a Park Ranger at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve.      Mr. Hig-
gins fondly remembers his time at Tulane and in the NROTC.  He said  “I was on the drill team and 
then CO of headquarters company as a senior. We marched in some carnival parades including Co-
mus on Mardi Gras night, 1963. That meant that I had to take it easy during the day, drink very little, 
and save energy for the night march. After the parade, which ended at the Municipal Auditorium, I 
had to go inside, change quickly into white tie and tails, and work at my regular part-time job as a 

doorman at the Comus ball.  It was a long night on my feet because I didn't finish until after midnight.” 

Earl Higgins is also an accomplished author who has written several books and op-ed columns.  
Mr. Higgins has fused humor and history to write Metairie, Ames, High:  The Streets of Jeffer-
son Parish and The Joy of Y’at Catholicism.  Both books, published by Pelican Publishing 
Company, are fun reads that highlight local New Orleans spirit.  http://www.pelicanpub.com/
products.php?cat=276   Angus Lind, a local columnist and Tulane grad called Metairie, Ames, 
High “A trivia-packed, free-wheeling, humorous look at street names.”  I have also read and 
enjoyed both of these books.  His most recent op-ed column "A Veteran Gives Thanks" can be 
found at http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2014/11/
remember_to_honor_veterans_for.html  Thank you Mr. Higgins for your service and your great community work.  As 
you would end a letter:  Anchor's aweigh; carry on.  (Gretchen Lowe) 

Please update contact information at http://
www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/onlineregisterhome_page.html 

“college program”/contract Midshipmen who are Tulane students, plus provide cash scholarships for aca-
demic achievements of Midshipmen.  

I want to close by reminding all that the classes of years ending in “0” and “5” will be holding Homecoming 
Reunions in the Fall. If you are in one of those classes, we will be happy to provide a list of classmates and 
contact information to facilitate reunion planning.  (Wayne Bienvenu) 

PRESIDENT REPORT (cont’d from page 1) 
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Please take a moment to let us know how we are 

doing.  We need your assistance to better our abil-

ity to communicate with our membership.  It 

would also be nice to hear what you are up to.   

Please use the form on our website (http://

www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/

onlineregisterhome_page.html) to provide feed-

back, provide a bio update, and to update your 

contact information and e-mail.  Thank you.  

(Mike Hallal). 

Communications –We would like to hear from YOU! 

Unit Happenings for Mardi Gras  

Are you going to be in New Orleans around Mardi Gras?  If so, check out what is going on at the Unit.  You 

can cheer on the midshipmen in several events and even participate in some “pt”. Midshipmen will be 

marching in two parades: The Krewe of Pontchartrain on Saturday, February 7th beginning at 1pm and The 

Krewe of Tucks on Saturday, February 14th beginning at noon.  Both parades follow the Uptown route.  The 

Mardi Gras Drill Meet will be held on Friday, February 13th beginning at 7 am.  It will be held at various 

locations across Tulane’s campus.  Finally, if you want to get in a run in Audubon Park the Fallen 5K Run 

will be held on Saturday, February 21st beginning at 9 am.  More information on this event can be found on 

the Unit’s website (http://www.tulanenrotc.com). (Gretchen Lowe) 

Please Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

ulanenrotcalumni 

Colonel Michael D. Flynn 
is a graduate of Tulane 
University and was com-
missioned in the United 
States Marine Corps via 
the Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in 1990.   

He has deployed to 26 
countries in his career, 
mostly in the Pacific, Mid-
dle East and Latin Ameri-

ca and deployed to the Iraq War twice.  His international 
assignments include serving as the Marine Corps Attaché 
in Colombia and the Senior Defense Official and De-
fense Attaché to Paraguay.  In August 2013, he assumed 
his current position as the Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Operations, Plans and Training at Marine Forces North, 
New Orleans LA.  He looks forward to assisting the 
Tulane NROTC Alumni Association in expanding its 
membership, building awareness among alumni of its 
activities, and supporting the NROTC‘s mission to pro-
duce high quality Naval Officers. 

Colonel Paul B. Deckert, USMC 
(ret.) is a graduate of Loyola Uni-
versity and was commissioned in 
the United States Marine Corp 
from the Tulane NROTC unit in 
1986.  He first served as an infan-
try officer in the 1st Battalion 
Seventh Marines and then in the 
1st Air Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Company in which he was an ad-
visor to the Kingdome of Saudi 
Arabia and the Emirate of Kuwait 
during the “Gulf War” of 1990/91.  As Battalion Execu-
tive Officer, Marine Forces Reserve HQ in New Orle-
ans, he began to attend law school at night.  In 1996 he 
resigned his regular commission and entered the re-
serves as he attended the Loyola School of Law full time 
receiving his Juris Doctorate in 1999.  He practiced law 
in New Orleans and began his own law firm in 2003.  
He continued to serve in the reserves with tours includ-
ing command of a Joint Task Force in Morocco Africa 
and Chief of Staff for the 4th Marine Division.  He re-
tired from the Marine Corps in April of 2014. He volun-
teered to chair the newly formed membership committee 
where he looks forward to assisting the Tulane NROTC 
Alumni Association in expanding membership.    

Newest Additions to the Association Board 
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