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A message from CAPT C. Price, Commanding Officer

Tulane NROTC holds our Midshipmen to higher standards mentally, morally and physically while inspiring them with
the highest ideals of duty, loyalty. Drawing on the Navy's core values of honor, courage and commitment, our program
prepares young men and women for graduation from the University and for a commission as an officer in the Navy or
Marine Corps.
As this issue of the Helm goes to print, our Midshipmen and Marines are engaged in training around the world. These
leadership experiences help to strengthen the traits of honor, courage and commitment that these future officers will
rely on as they lead our Nation's finest Sailors and Marines.
This issue of the Helm highlights many ofthe activities that have been conducted at Tulane NROTC for the past 69
years. From a visit by Col Doug Hurley (Tulane NROTC alum and NASA astronaut) to commissioning eleven of our new
est officers, the unit has been busy the entire year. The Battalion is committed to the development of the highest cali
ber of leadership skills, commitment to excellence and dedication to service. We continue to be proud to be a part of
the growth and development
of our country's leaders.
This is also my farewell to you alII I have had the pleasure of serving the finest NROTC Battalion in the country and will
truly miss the camaraderie and the friendship that I have experienced over the past three years. To the Midshipmen,
the Staff, and Alumni, I want you to know that it has been an honor to be part of this unit and I wish you all the best.
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A message from Fall 2010 Battalion CO

Ensign Brian Wik1torski

Four years ago I never would have thought that I would be in

were made much easier through the help of all the unit staff

the position of the person I looked up to most in the Tulane

above me and the battalion staff below me.

NROTC unit. This of course was the Midshipman Battalion CO,
William Dammin. However, throughout my freshman, sopho
more, and junior year the unit staff transformed me from a
fourth class Midshipman into a first class Midshipman that was
ready to lead and represent the Tulane Battalion.

Being in

charge of more than seventy Midshipmen gave me the oppor
tunity to learn more about my leadership style and provided an
experience that was unmatched throughout my college career.
Going in to the fall semester of my senior year I knew that

The focus of the beginning of the semester was developing the
2/C and 3/C Midshipmen into leaders and teaching them how
to be in charge of underclassmen while still teaching the new
4/C Midshipmen what the military was all about. This was an
easy task because of the quality of people we had in the upper
classmen and the outstanding work by MIDN Von Rumpf and
her orientation staff in developing the underclassmen. After the
first five weeks the freshmen joined the rest of the battalion
and it was time to see if the battalion would run smoothly as a

there were going to be challenges unlike anything I had ever

Whole unit. I was not surprised when everyone stepped up and

faced in my life. The first of these challenges was that most of

filled the shoes of those before them.

the unit staff had been replaced and I was going to be working
directly with a MOl, Captain Kramer, who I had never met be
fore. The second challenge was that for the first five weeks of
the semester my Battalion XO,MIDN l/C Von Rumpf, was going

The one thing I have been told over and over during the last
four years it is that the real military is nothing like ROTC. How
ever true this may be, I believe that being a Midshipman at the
Tulane ROTC unit has prepared all of us for the futures we are

to be in charge of the training of the freshman during orienta

about to enter either as an Ensign in the Navy or 2

tion. This meant I was going to be without the help of an XO for

in the Marine Corps. I would like to wish the best of luck to

my first few weeks as the CO. The last challenge was that this

everyone in the unit, not only for their time left at Tulane but

was only my second time in an actual leadership position in

for their careers that are ahead.

charge of other Midshipmen.
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Fortunately, these challenges

nd

Lieutenant

A message from Spring 2011 Battalion CO

2nd Lieutenant Phillip Hanf

During my time at the Tulane NROTC unit I have learned a great

veloping ourselves as effective officers. My mai n concentrations

deal about what it means to be a leader, however, my last se

were on physical fitness, academics, and general discipline. For

mester as the midshipman battalion CO was probably where I

tunately, the performance of the battalion this semester did not

learned the most. Having that opportunity afforded me a great

disappoint me, nor the Unit staff. None of the training this se

deal of experience in learning how to lead and manage a large

mester would have happened though without exemplary per

group of men and women. It is experience that I am privileged

formance of the midshipmen battalion staff, in particular the

to have had, and that I will not take for granted as I learn and

XO, MIDN l/C Kopp and the CMC, MIDN 2/C McCauley. They

build upon it during my career.

did an excellent job of ensuring that the battalion ran smoothly
the entire semester. In addition I would like to thank the Unit

The spring semester has traditionally been longer and busier
than the Fall and my staff and I learned that as soon as we took

staff for their guidance and leadership in running the battalion. I
wish good luck to the midshipmen in their continued develop

over our billets. We immediately began planning for one of our

ment as Navy and Marine Corps officers, and I know that next

biggest events, the Mardi Gras Drill Meet, which takes place the

year will be just as good.

preceding Thursday before Fat Tuesday. Thirty ROTC units, from
multiple branches competed, and this year's event went off
without out a hitch, mostly due to the stellar planning of the
OIC, MJDN 3/C Behnke.
I tried to keep the focus this past semester on not only our per
formance as midshipmen, but on our development as officers in
the Navy and Marine Corps. Good training is paramount to de
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Orientatiol1.
This year the incoming freshmen had to endure four weeks of rigorous training to become a part of the Tulane Naval ROTC Unit.
The orientation staff consisted of the best and most experienced midshipmen in the unit. They were responsible for guiding and
teaching the incoming freshmen, as well as making sure only the best midshipmen were able to become a part of the unit.
During the four week orientation period, the orientation staff gave educational briefs so the freshmen could learn general
knowledge about the Navy and Marine Corps and rules all midshipmen must follow. Topics inclUded: Health and Nutrition, Drugs
and Alcohol, Military Customs and Courtesies, Rank structure and Chain of Command, and Uniforms. There were two quizzes dur
ing the four week period to test their knowledge. The freshmen also learned basic drill movements and participated in PT which
consisted of laps around Audubon and learning proper stretching techniques. The final event of the training evolution was a trip
to Camp Villere, where the freshmen engaged in leadership exercises. These leadership exercises tested the ability of the fresh
men to lead a small group of their peers through difficult obstacles.
After the four weeks were completed, the incoming freshmen officially became integrated into the unit. The pu rpose of this
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tation period is to allow the freshmen to bond as a class by going through stressful situations. It forces them to work together as a
group and interact with one another. Overall, this year's orientation was very successful. We have some outstanding new mid
shipmen that joined Tulane's NROTC unit.
- MIDN Asplin
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Shrim.p Boil
This years shrimp boil started out on a beautiful sunny day as a great celebration of the end of orientation for the 4/C. Everyone
was there and happy, especially the freshmen who were glad to finally be talked to like normal people. The party was going in full
swing, the food was just starting to smell good, and midshipmen were playing volleyball, tossing around a football, or simply talk
ing amongst each other. Then the worst happened, one of New Orleans random torrential downpours started.
Everyone qUickly ran under the canopy over the picnic tables to avoid the ra in. With so ma ny people underneath there was hard Iy
any room to move, and while entertaining, it wasn't quite the experience anyone wanted. People drove their cars over the grass up
to help the food and midsh ipmen escape from the rain, but it was no use. Even the shortest sprint to a car left a person soak ed.
The shrimp boil reconvened in front of the Navy building after the rain had stopped. The food was good but attendance wasn't
nearly as high. While the shrimp boil was still an enjoyable experience, it would have been a much greater success if the weather
had cooperated.
- MIDN Buechner

7

Fall FEX
On 6 November 2010, all Marine Company embarked on a training evolution to put into effect practical combat lessons on which
they were briefed during physical training sessions and classroom hours. Leaving early that morning, they traveled across Lake
Pontchartrain to the open field and training courses behind Ponchatoula High School's Marine Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps program.
Throughout the entire day, Marine Company practiced negotiating an Obstacle Course, giving and received orders in the five para
graph format, navigating and locating points via a compass, and simulating combat and security situations using practice M16A4
service rifles. With the guidance of the OCS graduates, MECEPS, and the MOl and AMOI, the series of combat simulations and mi li
tary exercises were carried out effectively and efficiently with each midshipman learning something new and growing from their
mistakes. This evolution was intended to open the eyes of all aspiring Marine Officer candidates to a few of the rigors of open war
fare and military fieldwork and so it did.
- MIDN Alombro
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IROTe DJrill1Vleet
As the sun rises over the campus of Tulane University, a sense of calm anticipation envelops a crowd of future leaders. Prepa ration
and urgency are on the minds of all involved. Men and women from the Naval ROTC Unit enter the drill fields, inspired to provide
young and inspired individuals an entertaining and educational experience they will never forget. Some will rise up to the chal
lenge, others will falter in their attempt to join the ranks of greatness that have passed through these hallowed grounds.
The JROTC Drill Meet at Tulane University provides an opportunity for future military leaders to express their desire to lead while
displaying the military bearing necessary for entering the United States Military's elite ranks. Individuals demonstrate their military
aptitude through a series of tasks designed to exemplify preparation and dedication while maintaining a challenging and rigorous
standard that is only fitting for those entering the United States military. Members of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps at
Tulane University judge, guide and manage the execution of each of these tasks. These individuals become the inspiration for the
evolution of each of these young minds into the future leaders they will become.
A devotion to something as important as JROTC demonstrates a willingness to get involved that is so lacking in today's society. This
meet, when run effectively and efficiently, is a tool that will resonate within these individuals throughout their lifetimes. The com
ments and suggestions given to those involved will provide the foundation for all of their future successes. For this reason, the
JROTC Drill Meet is an imperative portion of the Tulane NROTC Unit's annual activities.
- MIDN Tessnow
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Holiday Dinner
Tulane University's Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit hosted its annual holiday dinner during the fall semester. The sen
iors, as per tradition, cook dishes and serve the underclassmen dinner before partaking themselves. Everyone welcomes the home
cooking, however good or bad, as a nice change of pace form dining hall food. The holiday dinner is the first formal meeting of the
unit outside of classes, physical training or morning lab. It is a rare sight to see all of the midshipmen together at the same time in
civil ian clothes.
After dinner, two members of each class are asked to make remarks about their experience as a class up to that point in the school
year. It quickly turns into every class claiming to be the best class along with poking fun at members of your own class at the same
time. The seniors are visibly thrilled to be fast approaching commissioning and don't even appear to mind serving the underclass
men. The freshmen are still adjusting to life as a midshipman. However, the holiday dinner does an excellent job of getting the
fourth class midshipmen to interact more with the rest of the battalion.
-MIDN Frogge
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Mardi Gras Drill Meet
The Mardi Gras Drill Meet for this year took place March 4th. It was an incredibly successful event thanks to the hard work and
dedication of the entire Battalion. We had over 30 units attend from across the United States. Schools were in attendance from
states as far away Vermont and California. The drill meet consisted of Platoon Inspection, Platoon Armed Basic Drill, Squad Basic
Drill, Color Guard, Platoon Exhibition, and Individual Exhibition. The events were judged by senior enlisted Marines whose thor
ough knowledge of the drill manual and drill competitions made them more than equal to the task.
This d rill meet meant a lot to ou r unit beca use it is seen as the ROTC National Drill Meet. Our event is seen this way because of the
professionalism and dedication of our midshipmen and our unit is known to produce outstanding midshipmen. Our midshipmen
were the embodiment of this idea for this evolution this year and did an exceptional job creating a fun and enjoyable experience
for all the units in attendance.
- MIDN Behnke
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Spring FEX
Once a semester the Tulane Marine Platoon will depart from campus for Field Training Exercise. Traditionally the fall FEX is less
than 24 hours and is comprised of training basic Fire Team Formations and Land Navigation skills. Once these fundamentals have
been mastered they are put to use in the Spring FEX ranging from two to three days in the field.
The Spring FEX this year was conducted between 8 April 2011 and 10 April 2011 at Fort Polk in northern Louisiana. This FEX was
unique in that for the first time Tulane Marine Platoon was able to coordinate a joint training operation with the Marine Platoon of
Southern University. Combining the two platoons allowed for MIDN to lead others that they were not familiar with and conduct
operations on a larger scale.
The FEX was broken down into multiple phases. Phase 1 was Night Land Navigation beginning at 2300 and ending at 0300. Train
ing resumed after a small amount of down time at 0500 for Phase 2 Day Land Navigation. Phase 3 beginning at 1200 consisted of
multiple Small Unit Leadership Exercises (SULE). It was concluded at 0100 with Night Vision Goggle training. Phase 4 beginning at
0500 on 10 April was the last training evolution of the FEX. A platoon sized Unit Leadership Exercise was conducted and MIDN con
cluded training around 1200. Upon returning to campus MIDN quickly check gear, receive a debriefing, and are dismissed. In the
interest of troop moral Monday's PTwas canceled, a command decision that is always highly praised by MIDN.
- MIDN Duncan
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Jac]ksoJl1.ville Reg~rtta
On 25 March the Tulane NROTC sailing team traveled to Jacksonville Florida to participate in the Jacksonville Regatta.
The event was hosted by Jacksonville University NROTC at NAS Jacksonville. Our unit was represented by MIDN l!C
Christman, MIDN l!C Law, and MIDN 3!C Hamblin, the team captain MIDN 2!C Harris, and our advisor LT Harlan.
MIDN Harris placed first in both of her races and the team as a whole brought home a trophy for their efforts.
- MIDN Hamblin
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Crescent City Classic
On April 23rd 2011, Captain Price, Sergeant Dobbins and eight midshipmen volunteered at the annual New Orleans Crescent City
Classic. With the 21,000 runners this year, a strong volunteer presence was crucial. Upon arrival to Jackson Square the Tulane
group met up with the local Marine Support Group and were organized into their respective areas and given instructions. The vol
unteers' main purpose was to maintain and patrol the secured areas and assist in organizing runners by their bib color.
After all assigned duties were carried out, the volunteers joined the crowd of runners and participated in the historic 10k race from
Jackson Square to City Park. The route weaved through the city and was marked with the usual New Orleans flare: lots of live jazz,
dancing, bowls of jambalaya and plenty of spirits. Upon completing the race the MIDN met up at the MWR tent and enjoyed more
food, drinks and music during the famous post-race party. Overall the experience was a great success and the MIDN were excited
to support a famous New Orleans tradition.
- MIDN Harris
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Commuissioning CereIllony
The Tulane Navy ROTC commissioned eleven midshipmen to the rank of Ensign and 2nd Lieutenant at two in the afternoon on
May 14th. Those entering the Navy were: Lydia Barrett, Connor Dunlop, Alexander Kambanis, Caitlin Kopp, Ryan Law, Travis
Menard, Keitrel Mendy, Christopher Quast, and Brian Wiktorski; while Trevor Christman and Philip Hanf were commissioned 2nd
Lieutenants in the Marine Corps. The ceremony was held at the National World War II Museum and attended by proud friends,
family, alumni, midshipmen, and random spectators at the museum that day. So many guests were present that the late arrivals
to the ceremony were subject to standing room only.
The ceremony included lively music from the local Navy band from aboard Naval Air Station Belle Chasse, a congratulatory and
motivating speech given by CAPT Price, the swearing in of the new officers, and presentation of books to each from the Tulane
NROTC Alumni Association and new "butter" bars from the Military Officers' Association of America. Afterwards, families and
friends gathered close for many photo opportunities with the newly commissioned officers. A large sheet cake and bottles of s par~
kling cider were served during a short reception before guests departed to continue their celebrations into the evening.
~

MIDN Laurie
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Alumni Affairs-Taffrail Log
Lydia Barrett, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in
Biomedical Engineering.

Steven M. Milinkovich, LCDR, USN, '96 Recently completed
Joint Professional Military Education - Level II as well as my 04
Command Tour at Transient PersOlmel Unit - Puget Sound.

Trevor Christman, 2LT, USMC, '11 Graduated with a
degree in Consumer Behavior/Marketing.

Jason M. Parkhouse, CDR, USN, '95 Recently selected for com
mand of Navy Cargo Handling Battalion ONE in Williamsburg, VA.
Connor Dunlop, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in Change of Command is in Sept 2011 and UDtll theu I will continue to
Finance.
serve as Officer In Charge at NAVELSG Training and Evaluation
Unit. My wife, Teri and I recently had our first son, Lawson James.
Life is Good.
Philip Ranf, 2LT, USMC, '11 Graduated with a degree in
Political Science (International Relations).
Alexander Kambanis, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a
degree in HistOlY.
Caitlin Kopp, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in
Anthropology.
Ryan Law, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in Psy
chology.
Travis Menard, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in
Management.
Ketriel Mendy, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree in
Economics.
Christopher Quast, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a de
gree in Business Management.
Brian Wiktorski, ENS, USN, '11 Graduated with a degree
in Finance.

Donald C. Tyer, CDR, USN, '95 I left PACOM in Aug and directly
assumed a new role as the Commander ofDLA Maritime - Pearl
Harbor. Luckily I get to remain in Hawaii for 3 years while I work
issues involving supply, storage and distribution for the Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard. Lift is good. Aloha.

Anne-Marie Ewing Theriot, LtCol, USMC, '94 Recently promot
ed to LtCo!. Serving as a Field Grade Career Counselor at Manpow
er and Reserve Affairs (M&RA) in Quantico, VA.

Tyrone P. Theriot, LtCol, USMC, '94 Recently promoted to LtCo!'
Serving as the Deputy Program Manager for Networking and Satel
lite Communications at Marine Corps Systems Command in Quan
tico, VA.

Ron A. Steiner, CDR, USN, '91 Currently serving as the Pnblic
Affairs Officer for Naval Forces Japan.

Carl "Sam" Reed, Jr., CDR, USN, '90 Finished up command tour
ofVRC-30 in Feb 2009. Currently the Navigator on the USS
RONALD REAGAN (CVN 76).

Patrick McClernon, LT, USN, '06 Strike Officer on the
USS GEORGIA (BLUE) (SSGN 729).
Philip Garrow, LT, USN, 'OS Currently serving as a Train
ers and Simnlations Instructor at Surface Warfare Officers
School (SWOS).
Uda Pardue Raffel, LT, USN, '04 Finishing up shore duty
at Tactical Training Group, Pacific in San Diego this sum
mer. Heading to Newport for department head school after
that.
Amy (McGowan) Evangelista, LCDR, USN, '99 Recently
completed DH tour as Supply Officer ofUSS COWPENS
(CG 63) homepOlied in Yokosuka, Japan. Cm-rently at NPS
in the Coutracting course of study.

William C. (Bill) Schmitz, CDR, USN, '88 Retired on 6 November
2010. Was CO of Reserve Center (NOSC) in Charleston, Sc. Re
maining in Charleston and will work for Bo02 Allen Hamilton, a
contractor for SPAWAR, among others.

Jack M. Capella, '77 Still in NO .... retired as Captain 2004 ..survived
Katrina and now BP spill..Lawyer, business consultant, and Instruc
tor of emergency response programs...miss the friendships and info
about world events.. Daughter at Tulane in Bschool....son heading to
college on ROTC scholarship.

Bennett Weinbaum, '51 Retired from General Dynamics Corp.
1992 after 35 years

III
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The Tulane NROTC Alumni Association will hold a Homecoming reception honoring the classes of 1946 and 1961 and all classes
ending in 6 or 1 at the Navy Building from 3:30-6:00 PM on Friday of Homecoming week. All classes are cordially invited.
Please visit our website for more information and provide a Bio Update for the Taffrail Log section of the next edition of The
Helm. http://www.tulanenrotcalumni.org

Tulane NROTC Alumni Association Activities and Services:

Website and Newsletter
Current events
Find a classmate
On-line access to our extensive archives
Distribution of The Helm
Midn. Engagement Activities
Participate in Commissioning Ceremony
Midn. Awards Ceremony, LCDR Jack Wintle Award
Annual Homecoming reception
Alumni history compilation
Alumni Archives - capturing our contributions and experiences
Memorial plaque - honoring those fallen during service
Complete listing of all class members by year
Individual oral and written histories, biographies
Class histories, incl. the Taffrail Log yearbook
The HELM, Tulane NROTC's newsletter
Personal Scrapbooks

2011: NROTC Alumni Association Annual Dues: $30
-or- Lifetime Membership Dues: $250
Please make checks payable to the Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.
Just fill out this form and mail to:

Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.
Tulane NROTC Unit, Tulane University
I

6823 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118-5698

Name:
Rank (Active duty or Retired personnel):
dress:
City, State & Zip:
E-Mail address:

_
_

Ad
_
_
_
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