
The Tulane NROTC Alumni Association is a tax exempt organization under 
Code Section 501 (c)(3) whose purpose is to build, promote, support, and sus-
tain symbiotic relationships among NROTC Alumni, current midshipmen and 
their families, and assigned staff personnel of Tulane, the Navy, and the  Ma-
rine Corps.  All current and former Tulane Midshipmen and NROTC unit staff 
are eligible for membership with those remitting dues enjoying voting privileg-
es within the Association.  Check out our website: www.tulanenrotcalumni.org 
It tells our story and provides class rosters and individual contact information 

We rely upon your generous gifts and donations to: 

 sponsor midshipman attendance at the 
Notre Dame Leadership Weekend and 
other supplemental training events,  

 sponsor Midshipman Awards, 

 and provide additional support for Unit 
activities. 

We rely upon member dues to: 

 publish alumni newsletter, 

 maintain website and Facebook, 

 collect and preserve historical and ar-
chival materials and oral histories, 

 and sponsor homecoming reception for 
alumni and Midshipmen. 

We also coordinate with Tulane for the award of privately endowed scholar-
ships to College Program/Contract Midshipmen, and for cash awards to Mid-
shipmen for meritorious achievement 

PLEASE go online, check us out, and join us by setting up payment of dues 
or making a donation. 

IF YOUR CLASS YEAR ENDS WITH “0' OR “5”, YOU WILL BE HON-
ORED AT THIS YEAR’s HOMECOMING. USE OUR WEBSITE CON-
TACT INFO TO PLAN REUNION ACTIVITIES!  

PRESIDENT'S GREETINGS – FALL OF 2105-2016 ACADEMIC YEAR  
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2015 NROTC 
Homecoming 
Activities 

 NROTC Alumni Annu-
al Meeting will be 
held in the Navy 
Building at 3:00 PM 
on Friday, November 
6th, 2015 

 NROTC Homecoming 
Reception honoring 
the class of 1945 (and 
all classes ending in 0 
or 5) will be held at 
3:30-6 PM on Friday, 
November 6th, 2015 

 Look for the NROTC/
Alumni tailgate at the 
homecoming game . 
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Tulane NROTC Alumni Association Sends Three Midshipmen to Naval Leadership Weekend 
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 The 20th annual Notre Dame Naval Leadership Weekend 

(NLW) was held the weekend of February 27th, 2015 in sunny 

South Bend, Indiana. This year, three 2/C Tulane midshipmen, 

Ashley Kiple, Jonathan Vickner and Chance Lavergne, were 

able to attend the conference thanks to the generosity of Mr. 

John W. Stelly, Jr (class of 1977) who provided airline tickets, 

United Airlines who upgraded the midshipmen to first class, and 

the Tulane NROTC alumni association who provided confer-

ence fees. Flying first class was a first for all three midshipmen. 

This was the first time Midshipman Lavergne, a Louisiana na-

tive, had ever seen or touched snow. This new experience was 

just the beginning of a weekend brimming with fresh ideas, 

meaningful interactions, and thoughtful discussions on leader-

ship.  

 The conference itinerary included seven speakers: a pro-

fessor of business management who specializes in ethics, a Ma-

rine Corps Sergeant Major, and five flag officers.  Professor Jo-

seph Holt is an associate professor in the Mendoza College of 

Business at Notre Dame and holds Master’s degrees in philoso-

phy, theology and biblical theology and a juris doctorate from 

Harvard Law School.  Sgt. Maj. William Sowers is the Training 

Command Sergeant Major in Quantico, Virginia and is a 27-

year veteran of the Marine Corps.  Rear Admiral Scott Stearney 

is the commanding officer of the Navy Warfare Development Command and a 1982 graduate of Notre 

Dame.  Vice Admiral Jan Tighe is Commander, U.S. 10th Fleet, Fleet Cyber Command.  Vice Admiral 

Tighe holds a master’s degree in applied mathematics, a Ph.D. in electrical engineering and studied 

Russian at the Defense Language Institute.  Admiral Michael Rogers is Commander, U.S. Cyber Com-

mand and director of the National Security Agency (NSA).  Admiral William Gortney is Commander, 

U.S. Northern Command and the North 

American Aerospace Defense Command 

(NORAD).  The keynote speaker was Ad-

miral Michelle Howard, a 1982 Naval 

Academy graduate, the first African 

American woman to command a U.S. Na-

vy ship and the current Vice Chief of Na-

val Operations.  

Their first evening in at Notre 

Dame saw the Tulane contingent enjoy-

ing a group dinner with midshipmen and 

NROTC staff from around the country.  

After dinner MIDN Kiple, Vickner and Lavergne retired to their rooms, excited to officially begin the 

conference in the morning. 



 Day two began on a somber note, with the opening of the NLW recognizing the untimely passing 

of Father Theodore Hesburgh, CSC, President emeritus of Notre Dame, former advisor to Popes and Pres-

idents and a great leader in the Notre Dame community.  The Midshipmen took a moment to remember 

Fr. Ted, and the conference began.  Sergeant Major William Sowers began the day with a bang, giving 

every future officer in the audience a rundown of the expectations of enlisted service members.  “The en-

listed have a right to be led by officers of solid character.  “Preserve that right”, he charged.  Vice Admiral 

Jan Tighe took the stage next, echoing our own command philosophy by invoking the profession of arms 

we have accepted and how it requires constant integrity.  “All of an officer’s decisions are tough.  You 

won’t be choosing between Right and Wrong.  But sometimes rather between what can seem like right, 

“Right,” with a capital R, and right”.  As the first session drew to a close we were given a chance to see 

Notre Dame’s historic campus in all its gothic glory.  Our lunch led us to the vast and beautiful South 

Dining Hall, whose inviting staff and inspiring architecture made for a fine mental break.  After our meal 

the day’s schedule ended on a high note with words from Admiral Bill “Shortney” Gortney (an old-school 

aviation master of the highest order).  Evoking the better nature of all who wear the cloth of our nation, 

Admiral Gortney called for us to remember to be honest, humble, and always enthusiastic!  “Work like 

you want to stay in for forty years! Then no one can take your spot”.  These all formed the maxims of day 

two: know yourself, know your people, and never let them down. The final day of the NLW had a surplus 

of expert speakers including Rear Admiral Stearney, Admiral Rogers, and Admiral Howard, the keynote 

speaker at the closing banquet. Each communicated traits he or she 

deemed essential in effectively leading sailors and marines, solidifying 

such qualities in the Midshipmen via personal lessons and inspirations 

from more than a lifetime of combined leadership experience.  Rear 

Admiral Stearney focused on the traits themselves, while also remind-

ing us of the symbols and values we hold dear, from the first jets we 

see cross the sky as a child, to the oath we take on day one of service.  

Admiral Rogers brought these traits into the workplace, considering 

not only how he had worked with the military but also civilian con-

tractors in the Pentagon. He explained the role he’s played, the con-

ceptions that the NSA has had to deal with in the media, and how do-

ing what is right and standing by those decisions can be the most diffi-

cult but effective form of courage in the end. Before the final banquet, 

we were able to mingle with Midshipmen from other universities, Of-

ficers, and speakers during cocktail hour. The food and company were 

fantastic, and Admiral Howard proved to be an excellent speaker, min-

gling amongst the tables as she told of the challenges that individual 

sailors and the Navy as a whole have overcome.  “Put forth the cour-

age of leadership at all times.  In battle, at home, and even at the in 

between stages that you might think go unnoticed.  It always makes a 

difference to someone.”  Following dinner, the weekend came to a 

close, with our Midshipmen contemplating the words of great leaders, and enjoying the last glimpses of a 

Notre Dame Leadership Weekend (cont’d from page 2) 
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 The Tulane NROTC Alumni Association sponsored two awards:  The Wintle Award and The Bar-

row Award.  Col. Wayne Bienvenu, association president, was on hand to present the awards to two de-

serving senior midshipmen.   

 The Battalion Awards Ceremony was held on April 24, 2015 in the University Center Ballroom.  

Many midshipmen won awards from numerous sponsoring organizations for their continued excellence in 

academics and military leadership.   

 

The Wintle Award, given to a superior Navy option senior, was presented 

to MIDN 1/C Maya Schacker.  Miss Schacker will graduate from Loyola 

University with a degree in International Relations.  After commission-

ing, she is scheduled to go to the USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) out of Yoko-

suka, Japan.  Some of her favorite memories of her time in the Unit in-

clude Carrier OPS on Summer Cruise and riding on the float in a Mardi 

Gras parade.  She will take away from Tulane NROTC growing and 

working as a team using strengths and overcoming weakness to accom-

plish goals.  The Wintle award consists of a hand crafted plaque adorned 

by a miniature Naval Officer Sword, a certificate, and a cash award to 

help defray costs of dress uniforms. 

 

 

The Barrow Award, given to an exceptional Marine option senior, 

was presented to MIDN 1/C Cody Gibbons.  Mr. Gibbons will gradu-

ate from Tulane University with a degree in Psychology and Econom-

ics.  After commissioning, he will attend The Basic School in Quan-

tico, VA.  He wishes to specialize in Logistics.  His fondest memory 

is participating in and helping to organize the Fallen 5K Run.  The 

Barrow Award consists of a certificate and a cash award to help de-

fray costs of dress uniforms. 

The Culverius Cup, which was detailed in the alumni newsletter of 

Aug 2014, was awarded for the first time in fifteen years.  The award, 

established by RADM Wat T. Culverius was given to MIDN 1/C Co-

dy Gibbons as the senior who demonstrated outstanding character. 

(Gretchen Lowe)  

NROTC Alumni Association Awards at Battalion Ceremony  
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          Tulane University and The Tulane Alumni Association presented the Distinguished Alumnus 

Award for 2015 to Colonel Douglas Gerald Hurley, USMC, Ret., Engineering 1988.  There was a Gala 

Dinner held on April 18, 2015 at the National World War II Museum.   

 The Tulane NROTC Alumni Association was 

proud to sponsor, in thanks to the generosity of several 

members who answered a short notice request for sup-

port, thirteen midshipmen from the present contingent 

of students in the Tulane NROTC and the Unit Execu-

tive Officer.  The Unit also provided the Color Guard 

for the occasion and they added greatly to the patriot-

ism felt at the event and venue.  The midshipmen felt 

honored to attend and were awed at what life could 

hold for them in their careers.  They marveled in the 

tales told by and of Col. Hurley and were inspired.   

 Doug Hurley is a member of the Navy ROTC 

Alumni Association and it was fitting that several asso-

ciation members and former classmates joined Doug in 

celebrating his achievement.  Among attendees were 

Michael Flynn, Paul Decker, and Brain Lawler, with 

head table honors.  NROTC Alumni Association Presi-

dent Col. Wayne Bienvenu and CDR David Orlosky 

(NROTC unit XO) rounded out Doug’s supporters.  

Doug was grateful for all who turned out to see him 

and all of the well wishes he received from the associa-

tion alumni, friends, family, classmates, and current 

midshipmen.   

 Col. Bienvenu said that highlights of Col. Doug 

Hurley’s speech at the Gala recognized his collegiate influences; mainly the Civil Engineering Depart-

ment and the NROTC Unit.  He said he benefited from the faculty and the education he received in the 

Engineering School.  Doug also described his varied experiences in NROTC Unit participation as playing 

a pivotal role in his studies and his career.  He closed by giving credit to Civil Engineering and the 

NROTC Unit for “keeping me busy and in line, mostly”.  

Tulane Astronaut Recognized.  NROTC Alumni Show Support.  
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Starting and Finishing on Tulane Campus.  Congratulations to Mike 

Flynn (1990) upon his retirement.  

On June 26, 2015, the Navy Building played host to the Retirement Cere-

mony for Colonel Michael D. Flynn, Class of 1990, from the United States 

Marine Corps.  Col. Flynn retired after twenty-five years it the place 

where it all began, the Tulane University Navy Building, surrounded by 

friends and family.  Col. Flynn was a Logistics Officer, Plans Officer, and 

Military Attaché.  Most recently, he was the Marine Corps North Assistant 

Chief of Staff for Operations, Plans, and Training.  During his career, he 

was deployed to Iraq, Colombia, and Paraguay.  He was officially retired 

by Colonel Paul Decker, USMC ret.  In his speech to the audience, Mike 

thanked his wife, children for tolerating their travels.  He lauded his fami-

ly’s nearly one hundred years of military service to the US by noting his 

father’s, brother’s and sister-in-law’s service in the Marine Corps.  He was 

appreciative of all of those who made his job wonderful in every way.   

Those Tulane NROTC notables in attendance were Unit Staff:  CO Cap-

tain Patrick Huete and XO Commander David Orlosky; Friends and fellow Alums:  the previously men-

tioned Paul Decker (1986), Todd Fujimoto (1995), Brian Lawler (1990), Ken Nelson (1990), Sean Pechon 

(1988), and Gretchen Zimmermann Lowe (1990).   

Mike Flynn served on your association board for the past year.  He plans to move to South Carolina, be a 

great father, and write a book.  He counts among his favorite memories from his time in Tulane NROTC 

participating in Spring Fiesta, marching in parades, and eating dinner at a local friend’s (Ken Nelson) par-

ents’ house for a great, home-cooked, New Orleans meal.  

From the Corner of McAlister and Freret.  
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 Colonel Doug Hurley, USMC, Ret. is from New York and was a 1988 

Magna Cum Laude graduate from Tulane School of Engineering earning his BSE 

in Civil Engineering.  He has one son and his wife, Karin Nyberg, is also an as-

tronaut.   

 According to his NASA bio page (http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/

hurley-dg.html), after commissioning, Col. Hurley went to The Basic School, be-

came an F-18 fighter pilot, and then a test pilot.  In 2000, he became an astronaut 

where he excelled and eventually piloted the space shuttle on trips to the Interna-

tional Space Station.  He flew the final mission of the shuttle program.  He has 

donated a commemorative photo, which is displayed in the building.   

 Doug has great memories of his time in the Tulane NROTC where he was Battalion Commander 

and won numerous awards including the American Legion Medal and the Eighth District Marine Corps 

Award.  Classmates remember good times with Doug especially repelling down the building side, Raid-

ers, his academic aptitude, and his keeping out of trouble, mostly.   

 He was just feted by the Tulane Alumni Association with the Distinguished Alumnus Award 

where many alums and mids turned out to witness his honor.  You may remember that Doug was also the 

Guest of Honor at the 2011 NROTC Homecoming Reception. (Gretchen Lowe) 

Alumni Spotlight:  Doug Hurley (1988)  
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Arthur Foss CDR, USN (Ret.) 1944 Commissioned as a Naval Officer  February1944.  Joined Ac-
tive Reserves 1950.  Served as Commanding Officer Naval Air Intelligence Unit 821. Retired with the 
Rank of Commander June 30, 1965.  Past President Tulane NROTC Alumni Assn. 
 
Wayne J. Bienvenu Colonel, USMCR (Ret.) 1959 LLB Tulane Class of 1965. Thir ty Years in Ma-
rine Corps and Marine Corps Reserve Retired Financial Consultant. 
 
Carlos Indest  1965 Served four  years on active duty in the USMC, including a tour  in Viet Nam. 
Awarded the Purple Heart and other decorations.  Joined Texaco Inc. in 1969, and worked in various 
positions within the Texaco Land Department. Retired as a Senior Land Representative after twenty 
five years.  Married to Margaret (Peggy) Collura Indest for forty seven years. We have two Sons and 
three Grandsons. 
 
Duane "Chip" Colburn  1970 Independent Insurance Agent 1973 to date.  I'd enjoy hearing from 
anyone, especially Classes 1967-1973. 
 
Dick Diamond CAPT, USN (Ret.) 1971 Senior  Class Instructor  '71-74.  Retired from the Navy in 
1996. Retired from Raytheon in 2011. Mostly a full-time fly fisherman now. 
 
Charles McClain  1976 Currently employed as an Appeals Officer  with the IRS. 
 
James F. McGowan III LtCol, USMC (Ret.) 1977 3 years pr ivate practice Fair fax, VA. Currently 
with Dept. of Navy, Office of General Counsel, Washington DC Go Green Wave! 
 
Rory Montero  1977 After  7.5 years on active duty, attended grad school at Old Dominion Univ. 
receiving a Ph.D. in Psychophysiology. Worked for AT&T Bell Labs, Wellpoint Health Insurance and 
Citibank. Currently retired and travelling full time with my wife. 

Alumni Affairs-Taffrail Log  



 
Richard Snyder RADM, USN 1983 Currently serving as director , 21st Century Sailor  Office, N17, 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Arlington, Virginia.  Will be assigned as director for plans, poli-
cy and strategy, J-5, Headquarters U.S. Northern Command, Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. 
 
Richard Fahy CAPT, USN 1985 Navy Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officer  for  Vermont  
 
Chip Coons  1987 CIO - Western Governors University 
 
Jason Parkhouse CDR, USN 1995 Currently serving as the Director  of Operations, Plans and Policy 
(N3/5) at Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group (NAVELSG) in Williamsburg, VA.  He and his 
family (wife, Teri; son, Lawson) reside in Williamsburg and will be retiring in June 2016 to embark upon 
the next life adventure! 
 
Amy (McGowan) Evangelista LCDR, USN 1999 Just completed a tour  a DLA Maritime Norfolk as 
the Executive Officer and have transferred to NAVAIR 2.0. 
 
Lida  (Pardue) Raffel LCDR, USN 2004 Still on active duty, currently serving as the CO of USS 
THUNDERBOLT (PC12) in Bahrain.  
 
Susannah (Kopp) Foley  2006 Served in the Intel community.  Left active duty in 2012. 
 
Steven Aspholm LT, USN 2007 Served 3 1/2 years as SH-60B Pilot at HSL 51 Atsugi, Japan. Currently 
TH-57 Instructor Pilot at HT-18, NAS Whiting Field 
 
Ryan McGoldrick LT, USN 2007 MH-60R pilot. 1st squadron HSM-75 (San Diego) now teaching at the 
FRS 
 
Caitlin  Kopp LT, USN 2011 Serving as an NROTC instructor  at the University of Arizona .  Sib-
ling of Susannah (Kopp) Foley. 

Alumni Affairs-Taffrail Log (Continued from page 7) 
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Please take a moment to let us know how 

we are doing.  We need your assistance to 

better our ability to communicate with our 

membership.   It would also be nice to hear 

what you are up to.   Please use the form 

on our website (http://

www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/

onlineregisterhome_page.html) to provide 

feedback, provide a bio update, and to up-

date your contact information and e-mail.  

Thank you.  (Mike Hallal). 

Communications –We would like to hear from YOU! 

Please Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tulanenrotcalumni 

Submit Your Bio Update for the next Taffrail Log 
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