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TULANE NAVY ROTC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
TULANE UNIVERSITY 

6823 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70118 

 
MINUTES:  Board Meeting, 17 September 2013, Navy Building 
 
Chairman:  President Brian Bourgeois 
 
Members Present:  Wayne Bienvenu, Norris Fant, Morris Gray, Michael Hallal, Nora Huete, Timothy 
Huete, and Gregory Kahn.   
 
Members Who Sent in Proxies:  William Vaudry, Thomas Wicker. 
 
Members Absent:  C. J. Lorio, Glenn Orgeron, Michael Pratt, Fernand Willoz. 
 
Unit Representative:  CDR. Josh Reyher was present for the meeting. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1700 by the Chair.   
 
The Chair noted the passing of past-president Sam McGrew (Class of ‘45) and asked for a moment of 
silence in remembrance of Mr. McGrew, which was observed by the Board.  Various board members 
shared memories of Mr. McGrew. 
 
The Chair announced that the next meeting will take place on Friday, 4 October 2013, at 1500, in the 
Navy Building.  This will be the general meeting of the Association and will be followed by a reception in 
the building. 
 
The Chair asked for reading of the minutes from the Board Meeting held on 18 June 2013.  A motion was 
made to waive the reading of the minutes and to accept them as written.  The motion was seconded 
and carried.   
 
The Chair announced that Dr. Altiero, the Dean of the School of Science and Engineering, will give a 
presentation on the future of engineering at Tulane at 1800 on Wednesday, 18 September 2013 in the 
University Center.  The Chair will attend and provide a report of the talk at a future meeting. 
 
The Chair requested the Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer Greg Kahn reviewed the Financial Report 1 
January – 17 September 2013 (Attachment 1).   The Chair proposed a motion that the report be 
accepted.  The motion was seconded and carried.   
 
The Chair reviewed upcoming events.   

- There will be a tailgate party at the homecoming game.  However, time and place is TBD. 
- The Fall FEX will be held on 2 November 2013.  Nora Huete volunteered to attend this event 

and will coordinate with the MOI for the particulars relating to the FEX. 
 

The Chair provided an update on the status of the Navy Building.  The Chair will meet with the Provost 
during the fall semester.  The Chair feels that he has built a good rapport with Provost Bernstein and 
that the Association is well situated to advance our position concerning the fate of the Navy Building. 
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The Chair requested committee updates: 

- Archive – Norris Fant.  The Archives Committee met since the last board meeting and 
desires to activate its research to support the unit’s historical efforts.  The committee will go 
through its contacts to identify personnel to interview.  The question was raised as to how 
best proceed through the member database to identify interviewees.  Wayne Bienvenu 
recommended focusing on the war years – Korea & Vietnam.  He further stated that there 
may be extra funds available to support the committee’s secretarial and transcription needs.  
The Chair felt it may be necessary to bring in someone to inventory and advise on artifacts in 
the Navy Building, especially considering a possible move in the future.  Mike Hallal stated 
they have done some archiving and could coordinate with resources at Tulane.  Norris Fant 
discussed a history of the Tulane NROTC unit as a possible project.  Wayne Bienvenu 
proposed using the newsletter to announce that we are looking for someone to write the 
unit history. 

- Awards - Nothing significant to report. 
- Fundraising - Nothing significant to report. 
- Nominating Committee – Greg Kahn stated that the committee had met and proposed 

Wayne Bienvenu as next association president and Morris Gray as next vice-president.  All 
other association officers will remain the same.  These names will be brought up for 
consideration at the general meeting in October.  Greg Kahn also advised that the board’s 
membership level has dropped and that we should be looking for new board members. 

- Midshipman Engagement – Nothing significant to report. 
- Scholarship – Wayne Bienvenu stated that there are available scholarship funds that are not 

being used.  He feels that these funds could be used to recruit likely prospects from local 
high schools.  CDR Reyher stated that the unit has a very good working relationship with the 
undergraduate admissions office and uses that venue to advertise for college program 
students.  There was some discussion as to the relative merits of each approach.  The 
Committee will continue to research the feasibility of advertising to high schools and, at 
some point, will brief the board and the PNS on options and/or proposals. 

 
The Chair called for new topics: 

- Wayne Bienvenu discussed the need for a capital campaign to help fund renovating the 
current Navy Building, building a new one, and/or purchasing what needs to go in it.  He 
stated that we should come up with a strategy to encourage multi-year giving.  There was 
some discussion as to the best approach to take towards fund-raising and the steps involved 
in getting a campaign off the ground.  CDR Reyher did state that an active donor base gives 
us leverage when dealing with the university. 

- Wayne Bienvenu discussed the desire to find volunteers to serve as class representatives for 
each graduation year. 

 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and carried. 
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 1801. 
 
Signed:  Tim Huete, Secretary 
 
Approved:  Brian Bourgeois, President 
 




