
Tulane NROTC Alumni Association 
 

Board Meeting, 20 Dec 2007 
 
Minutes: 
 
Called to order at 1700.  In attendance: 
 
 M. Hallal  C. Frank  J. Conover 
 W. Schmitz M. Bagot  A. Koltun 
 W. Kimble  G. Kahn  W. Vaudry 
 E. Higgins  (5 proxies also received) 
 
 LT Taiclet, Alumni Advisor CAPT Price, PNS 
 
 
Minutes from Annual Meeting held 26 Oct 2007 read and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
 
 - Balance sheet/account balances attached 
 - No bill from caterer yet received for reunion luncheon, 
though it is anticipated to be approx $7,000.  There is 
currently $23,336 in the reunion fund; the remaining $16,000 
will be placed in a CD.  There were 93 paid meals at the reunion 
with approximately 150 people attending.  There were 18 sponsors 
for the reunion contributing a total of $22,100.   
 - The lifetime membership CD matures on 12 Feb.  New 
lifetime membership dues payments will be added at that time. 
 - The checking account balance includes a $1,000 donation 
from Steve Bratton. 
 - Charles Frank motioned to accept report, motion carried. 
 
Remarks from CAPT Price, Professor of Naval Science and Unit 
Commanding Officer: 
 
 - Unit currently has 72 midshipmen enrolled, and is doing 
well.  There are currently 26 freshmen.  The sophomore class has 
only 12 due to hurricane Katrina.  This will present challenges 
when these midshipmen are seniors and must lead the battalion. 
 - There is now a requirement that 70% of officer accessions 
must have “technical majors”.  Based on current Tulane degree 
program offerings and the closure of the School of Engineering, 
it is not likely that this requirement will be met by the Tulane 
unit. 
 



President:   
 

Old Business: 
 
 - Quid pro Quo letters.  Letters must be sent to all 
reunion sponsors stating the value of goods/services received as 
a result of their donation (“quid pro quo”) for tax filing.  
Research will need to be done to determine exactly how many 
guests each sponsor brought. 
 

Business as per meeting agenda: 
 
 - Memorial.  Mr. Charles S. “Steve” Bratton (class of 1963) 
contributed $1,000 for the establishment of a memorial for 
alumni who died in the line of duty.  Bill Schmitz indicated 
that, based on some preliminary research, there is no simple 
method of determining from the Navy who perished.  Bill Schmitz 
recommended that the best way to start this process is to 
canvass class members for knowledge of classmates who died, and 
to review archives and Navy unit memorabilia for other clues.  
Discussion followed on the lack of ability to determine death in 
the line of duty vice merely on active duty; determined that 
memorial will honor those who died while on active duty.  
Discussion followed on what type of memorial to create, e.g. 
plaque, web site, etc.  Michael Bagot motioned to form a 
committee to research the topic and provide options for the 
memorial project, which passed unanimously.  Committee consists 
of Bill Schmitz (chairman), Earl Higgins and Bill Vaudry. 
 - Periodic reunions and long range calendar.  Several long 
range events were suggested in the general meeting.  
Additionally, board and annual meetings and receptions should be 
scheduled well in advance.  The organization needs to establish 
an official calendar so that these events can be planned.  
Motion to establish a calendar committee to draft a calendar 
that can be approved at the next meeting of the board passed, 
Dave Whiddon and Mike Hallal to oversee. 
 - Mission Statement.  Statement of purpose in Articles of 
Incorporation are very vague.  The association needs to have a 
focused mission statement.  A study of our bylaws and articles 
of incorporation as well as those of similar associations should 
be conducted in preparation of our mission statement.  The 
mission statement will help the association communicate our 
goals to our members as well as add focus to our activities.  
Motion to establish a committee to draft a mission statement for 
the organization passes.  Committee consists of Greg Kahn 
(chairman), Allen Koltun and Bill Schmitz. 
 



New Business: 
 
 - Unit is working to get flagpole moved and outside window 
coverings installed (similar to the basketball arena).  
University is unwilling to put “Navy related” designs on window 
coverings.  Furthermore, lead abatement costs associated with 
window covering project are hampering project.  Charles Frank 
stated that President Cowan’s assistant, Anne Banos, has agreed 
to assist the unit in these endeavors. 
 
 - Allen Koltun stated that unit archives must be expanded 
to include histories from more alumni, and that current items in 
the archives must be organized.  Motion carried, Mike Hallal 
point of contact. 
 
 - Charles Frank read letter from CAPT Warren Hudson, USN 
(ret), former PNS, thanking him for the opportunity to attend 
the reunion.  Charles Frank also requested that the biography 
for reunion speaker, LTGEN Jack Bergmann, COMARFORES be placed 
on the association website. 
 
 - Next meeting of the board shall be held in late February, 
mid-week. 
 
Adjourned, time 1757. 
 






