
TULANE NAVAL ROTC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

TULANE UNIVERSITY  

6823 St. Charles Avenue  

New Orleans, LA 70118 

MINUTES: Special Board Meeting, 29 May 2012, Navy Building 

Chairman: President Brian Bourgeois.   

Members present: Wayne Bienvenu, Brian Bourgeois, Norris Fant, Morris Gray, Mike Hallal, Nora Huete, Greg 
Kahn, Bill Kimble, Allen Koltun, Bill Vaudry, and Fernand Willoz III.  Quorum established.  Unit XO, CDR Reyher 
and past PNS Col. James Sehulster also in attendance. 
 
Meeting called to order 1700.  This special meeting was called to address an issue brought to the Board’s 

attention by Captain Anthony Chatham, PNS of the Tulane NROTC unit.  Captain Chatham, in an e-mail 

communication to Brian Bourgeois, related that the Provost of Tulane University, Michael Bernstein, had 

informed him on 22 May that Tulane intended “to move us (NROTC) off campus to the Uptown Square 

complex as soon as possible for a host of reasons.”  This proposal, potentially being of great interest to our 

Association membership, other Tulane NROTC alumni, and friends of the Tulane NROTC program, drew 

immediate concern from the Association President.  Brian Bourgeois arranged a meeting with the Provost and 

provided the following synopsis and observations: 

 

Notes from Brian’s conversation with the Provost: 

 No decisions have been made about demolishing the building.  It may be renovated. 

 Tulane is involved in a campus planning exercise and is doing a scan of space allocation across 

campus.   

 One item they are considering is the consolidation of all ROTC programs at “Uptown Square” site; 

that will take some time to explore, must determine if make sense to move the Navy there as well.  

 Tulane is asking the NROTC CO to look at an alternative site and evaluate its feasibility.  Assuming 

the site is feasible, the university would renovate to suit the Navy.  Even if only to renovate the 

building and reoccupy, the Navy would need a temporary space.   

 If they were to demolish the old building and put up a new building, there should be awareness of what 

was there – a monument, etc.  

 Access to instructional and physical training must be addressed at uptown campus  

 He encouraged the engagement of both the NROTC unit and the Alumni to help with examination of 

alternatives.   

 

Brian’s observations from that conversation: 

 I called and left a message with his office; told them who I was and that I wanted to get his statement 

re what I should tell our Alumni Assn. for the Memorial day address.  I received a call back within the 

hour with an appt. for a telephone call the next day.   

 I started the conversation saying I heard that NROTC was being moved off campus and the Navy 

Building was to be demolished.  He was very adamant on making the point that no decisions have been 

made, they are just examining alternatives.   

 He independently offered the bit about a monument and such – indication that this was thought all the 

way through.   



 When I told him the board was meeting next Tuesday about this issue, he was surprised that we were 

able to respond so quickly, but then added that he was happy to have our involvement.  

 

Chair entertained open discussion upon the matter.  As suspected, the issue is of great interest to the Board.  

The Board discussed various concerns and approaches.  CDR Reyher and Col. Sehulster provided valuable 

perspectives.  The Board recognized that any reference to the Navy’s position on the matter needs to be 

communicated to the applicable parties by the Navy and not in an indirect fashion through the Association.  

The following plan and associated motions were put forth: 

 

1. Brian Bourgeois submitted a draft letter to our Association, other Tulane NROTC Alumni, and friends 

of the Tulane NROTC program to seek input/concerns regarding Tulane’s proposal.  The letter will be 

reviewed by the Board and finalized via e-mail.  Once complete, the letter will be distributed via e-

mail and postal service.  The letter shall maintain a positive tone, will not state a position of the Board, 

and will request input on the matter so that the Board understands positions of our members and other 

interested stakeholders.  A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved to spend up to 

$1000 for printing and distribution of the letter. 

 

2. A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved to form a committee to” develop the 

Association’s position concerning a potential NROTC relocation and a plan to convey that position to 

the relevant parties.  Mike Hallal volunteered to Chair the committee and Wayne Bienvenu, Brian 

Bourgeois, Norris Fant, Nora Huete, Tim Huete, Greg Kahn, and Allen Koltun volunteered to serve as 

members. The committee’s first meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 2 June.  The committee is to 

present its findings and recommendations at the 26 June Board meeting. 

 

3. Brian Bourgeois discussed that he will communicate the basic results of this meeting to the Provost.  

“The Board is very concerned about any proposal that would result in a permanent relocation of the 

NROTC program away from the main Tulane Campus.  The Board is seeking input from our 
membership and other concerned Tulane alumni.” 

Chair adjourned meeting at 1815.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for June 26th. 

Signed: Mike Hallal 

Secretary 

Approved: Brian Bourgeois 
President 


