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ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT'S GREETINGS – Summer 2018
Dear Fellow Alumni,

2018 NROTC
Homecoming
Activities.
• NROTC Alumni Annual Meeting will be
held in the Navy
Building at 3:00 PM
on Friday, November
9th, 2018
• NROTC Homecoming
Reception honoring
the class of 1943
(and all classes ending in 3 or 78 will be
held at 3-6 PM on
Friday, November
9th, 2018

I am honored to take up the post as President of the Tulane NROTC Alumni
Association. In 1980, I graduated from the School of Engineering and was
commissioned into the Marine Corps. I served a little over twenty-one years on
active duty as an Infantry Officer and Logistics Officer, being stationed in Okinawa, Parris Island, Camp Lejeune, HQ Marine Corps, and Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, GA. In 2000, my wife, Nora (Class of ’80, LtCol.,
USMC, retired), and I transferred to our last duty station, Marine Forces Reserve, New Orleans, and retired here. I am a native New Orleanian and am
happy to be home. I have been on the Association Board of Directors since
2010 and have served as Secretary and Vice-President prior to becoming President.

• Look for the NROTC/
Alumni tailgate at
the homecoming
game.

I look forward to serving as your President and
helping the Alumni Association serve both its
members and the unit staff and midshipmen better
than ever. One of the first things we are doing is
revamping the website to improve communication
among our members. The communications committee is spearheading that initiative, and we hope
to have it online by the annual meeting in November.

Homecoming 2017:
Classmates reunite.

Input is greatly appreciated; if you have ideas or
want to become more involved, let us know. I
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible
at the annual Meeting.

Inside this issue:

Semper Fidelis,

2
Quarterdeck Update 3
Unit Staff—New XO
3
Midshipman Awards
4
Run for the Fallen
5
From the Corner of...
6
Mardi Gras Drill Meet 8
Congrats MSgt Smith
9
Commissioning 2018 10

Tim Huete

Leadership Weekend

Taffrail Log
Communications

Volume 1, Issue 8

10
12

PLEASE go online, check us out, and join us by setting up payment of dues
or making a donation. Our Website homepage is: http://
www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/index.htm
IF YOUR CLASS YEAR ENDS WITH “3” OR “8”, YOU WILL BE HON-

Please Support our Mission!
Make Charitable Gift /
Donation

Become Member/
Pay Dues

Register/
Update Info

Tulane Naval ROTC Alumni Newsletter

Page 2

Tulane NROTC Alumni Send Two MIDN to Naval Leadership Weekend
For the fourth year in a row, the extraordinary generosity of Mr. John W. Stelly, Jr., class
of 1977, and CDR (ret.) Fritz Teuscher, class of 1989, provided two Tulane NROTC
midshipman with the opportunity of a lifetime. MIDN 2/C William Pankey and MIDN
2/C Bradley Reber were sent to the 23rd annual Naval Leadership Weekend at Notre
Dame University.

MIDN Pankey and MIDN Reber documented their
experience in a presentation so that they could
share it with the rest of the battalion. You may
view the presentation on our website at:
http://www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/
NLW_MIDN_Brief.pdf

The Teuscher family shares a meal and some great Tulane Alumni
camaraderie in South Bend.

If you would like to support
the 2018 NLW and other
association activities:

Make Charitable Gift /
Donation
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NROTC Unit Reconfigures Quarterdeck - Wall to Honor Commissioning Classes
The Quarterdeck Needs your Class Photo. Refurbishment
of the Quarterdeck in the past year has included a wall to
honor all commissioning classes. A search of the archives
has resulted in very few photos of entire commissioning
classes. If you have a photo of your class as a group in
any setting or any time before or after commissioning,
please consider having it posted on the Quarterdeck.
Please send a high quality image of the actual photo to
communications@tulanenrotcalumni.org. If you wish to
send a hard copy photo, please send an e-mail to discuss
where to send it. All original photos will be returned if
requested.

Unit Staff Highlights: New XO
Commander Daniel E. Nieves reported to the NROTC Unit as
the new executive officer. He arrived just in time to experience
his first Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day, spring festivals, and
crawfish boils all within his first month. What a welcome and
an initiation into the unique culture of New Orleans and Louisiana; with even more to come as New Orleans celebrates its Tricentennial. CDR Nieves is a Naval Flight Officer who graduated from the United States Naval Academy with a degree in
Ocean Engineering and he earned his Masters from the United
States War College. He has spent time in Virginia, California,
Japan, and Spain and aboard the USS Constellation, USS Kitty
Hawk, USS George Washington, and USS Ronald Reagan. Having served in numerous operations, CDR Nieves has amassed over 2000 flight hours in three different aircraft, 300
arrested carrier landings, and has been lauded with many awards. CDR Nieves says that
here at Tulane, it is easy to imagine being in the midshipmen shoes. “Therefore, what excites me the most about being at Tulane is knowing that, like the leaders that shaped me to
become a naval officer back then, I get the opportunity to do the same with our Midshipmen at the unit. My goal is to continue to increase the great legacy of those that preceded
me.” When asked about what he hopes to experience in New Orleans and Louisiana, one
could tell he is ready to jump in by already trying alligator, crawfish and attending the
Krewe of Barkus, a dog parade. He said, “NOLA has a great history and culture that manifest themselves into three invaluable aspects that define the city: food, music, and its people. I hope to keep experiencing the rich varieties of food and music, which so far have
been amazing. As for the people, I’ve heard that if you love New Orleans, she’ll love you
back. Very true! He has been thrilled with the welcoming he has received, the commitment
of the students, and the support of the staff and alumni.
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Spring Awards Ceremony and Change of Command—April 5, 2018
Early morning on April 5, 2018, the Tulane
NROTC Battalion formed up on the Tulane
University Center Quad for the annual
Change of Command and Awards Ceremony.
The Change of Command was the first order
of business. A Pass in Review impressed the
crowd gathered for the event.
The midshipmen then fell
into a close order formation for the Awards Ceremony. The
Alumni Association presented two awards. The LCDR Jack
Wintle Award goes to an exceptional senior Navy option and
the General Robert H. Barrow Award goes to an outstanding
senior Marine Option. Tim Huete, alumni association president, was at the ceremony to present these deserving midshipmen with the honors. The Wintle Award went to Midshipman
1/C Madeline Smith. She hails from Louisville, Kentucky and
will graduate from Tulane University with a degree in Economics. She is looking forward to a career in aviation and becoming a pilot. As part of the
unit she enjoyed being the Physical Training Instructor. Her fondest memories of New Orleans are of the food and the dancing.
The Barrow Award went to Midshipman 1/C Jacob Marvell.
He hails from Colora, Maryland and will graduate from
Tulane University with a degree in Marketing. He will head
to The Basic School in Quantico, Virginia after commissioning. He cites his time as the Battalion Sergeant Major as his
best NROTC memory. He loved participating in Mardi Gras
and riding on a float in Bacchus was his best New Orleans
moment.
Please Help us Sponsor Midshipmen Awards for 2019!
Make Charitable Gift /
Donation
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Tulane NROTC Run for the Fallen - March 18, 2018
The Tulane NROTC Run for the
Fallen took place on Sunday,
March 18, 2018 at 10 am.
Weather held out for the event as
the fog lifted and the rain waited
until the final awards were presented. The race started and ended at the Navy Building, which
by the way is looking rather spiffy these days and hosting events
such as dinners, yoga classes and
of course academic classes – both
military and regular. The race
course was updated from last
year but still made its way through the uptown campus and this year stayed lakeside of
Freret Street. The runners ran down McAlaister to the University Center where they hung
a left to the Newcomb Building and then up Newcomb Place to Willow and back to Drill Road
flanking the UC Quad. Then, it was a return to
McAliaster Drive and all the way to the Riley
Center, where the fun began. As a special treat,
the participants ran across Greer baseball Field in
Turchin Stadium and the Benson football Field at
Yulman Stadium before jumping back on McAlister to finish at the Navy Building. The Tulane
Dance Team, ShockWave, cheered runners on as
they crossed the finish line. Several alumni participated in the race and were glad for the event to meet up with each other again. Among
the winners presented with medals was Captain
Meyers, the Unit Marine Corps liaison. Raffles,
a photo booth, and good camaraderie rounded
out an enjoyable morning.
Four years ago, the Tulane University Naval Reserve Officer
Training Corps hosted its 1st annual Fallen 5k, held in commemoration of the officers of Tulane University’s Naval
ROTC unit that paid the ultimate sacrifice in defense of the
United States. This event helped raise money for the training
and education of midshipmen currently enrolled at the
Tulane NROTC unit as well as the Lone Survivor Foundation.
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From the Corner of McAlister and Freret: PNS Patrick Huete, Captain, USN.
Dear Alumni,
Greetings from the corner of Freret and McAlister!
I hope you are enjoying your summer. We are quite busy, preparing to welcome a new
group of young midshipmen in August, when we begin Tulane NROTC’s 81st consecutive
year. As I write this, we expect to welcome 28 new students at orientation, representing all
five of the universities we serve. We are very excited to get started, and are delighted to
have such a large freshman class.
Our spring semester was quite busy. In February two of our midshipmen traveled to South
Bend, Indiana to represent Tulane NROTC at the Notre Dame Naval Leadership Weekend,
an opportunity for midshipmen from around the country to interact with senior Navy and
Marine Corps leaders. As with previous years, our participation in this terrific event was
made possible by the generosity of our alumni, especially John Stelly, ’77, who provided
the air travel for our mids, and Fritz Teuscher, ’89, who opened his home to them.
Our Awards Ceremony in April was highlighted by the presentation of the inaugural Mike Chalfant Memorial Award. This award
memorializes LCDR Michael D. Chalfant, Jr., ’88, a Naval Flight
Officer who was tragically killed at sea in a S-3B Viking crash in
2002. The award, an officer’s sword, is presented to the highest
ranking graduating midshipman, selected as a student naval aviator, who exemplifies the core values of integrity, fortitude and service above self, while maintaining and displaying outstanding academic achievement, superior military bearing, and exceptional
leadership and physical fitness. We were honored to have Mike’s
widow, Mrs. Francie Chalfant-King, and his children Bobby and
Abbie with us to present the award, earned by MIDN 1/C Mallory
Kistner. I must also recognize and thank Fritz Teuscher, who was
the inspiration and driving force behind the creation of this award.
This year, our May commissioning ceremony was held at the New Orleans Museum of Art. We were honored to have Rear Admiral Rick
Snyder, ’83, as our guest of honor. Admiral Snyder presided over the
commissioning of 12 new
officers, ten Ensigns and two
Second Lieutenants. Of our
Ensigns, four were assigned
to surface warfare, three to
naval aviation, two to nuclear power, and one to the intelligence community. As
usual, our newest Marine officers are off to The
Basic School. Congratulations and best of luck to
our newest alumni!
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From the Corner of McAlister and Freret: (continued)
After commissioning, our stashed Ensigns made some substantial upgrades to our building
this summer. They renovated, reorganized, and painted several storage lockers upstairs and
downstairs, refurbished displays on the drill deck, and refinished wardroom furniture. They
also painted and re-covered the stairs and added the Marine Corps leadership traits to the
steps. Most significantly, they repainted and replaced the pull-up bars outside of the Navy
Building with pull-up bars that are regulation size for the Marine Physical Fitness Test.
Our midshipmen are enjoying a great summer of cruises and activity. Cruise highlights include embarking from Japan aboard the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), an aviation cruise in
Norfolk, VA with Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 7 (HSC 7), and participation in a new
NROTC program named Sea Trials, an intense training program for Navy option midshipmen
designed to stress and challenge midshipmen both mentally and physically. Three of our midshipmen participated in the trial run of this program, and I look forward to their feedback.
Additionally, several of our midshipmen earned spots with Project Global Officer (Project
GO), an initiative promoting critical language and study abroad in countries of interest to the
US. Four Tulane mids are participating in this program this summer, studying in Estonia, Morocco, Tasmania, and Oman.
As always, I remain extremely proud of our active duty and civilian staff,
all of whom devote much to the training and education of our midshipmen. I am especially proud of our AMOI, Master Sergeant Bryan Smith,
who recently earned honors as the 2017 AMOI of the Year for Region
Southeast, and as the 2017 Naval Service Training Command (NSTC)
Marine of Year! As the NSTC Marine of the Year, MSgt Smith’s competition included every NROTC AMOI, as well as every enlisted Marine
supporting Navy Recruit Training Command and Officer Training Command. This is a tremendous honor, and there is no Marine more deserving than MSgt Smith. BZ!
Lastly, this update will be my final one, as I will be relieved by CAPT Dan Senesky in early
October. Dan is a fellow Navy Surface Warfare Officer who comes to us from Virginia, where
he was last the Commanding Officer of Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story.
Dan is a great guy who will be a tremendous asset to Tulane NROTC.

It has been a great pleasure and privilege to serve as Tulane NROTC’s CO, and interact with
so many involved and committed alumni. This tour has been a wonderful coda to my 30 years
in the Navy, and I am very grateful for having had the opportunity to train our future Navy
and Marine Corps officers. Thank you for your continued support of your unit and your midshipmen. Fair winds and following seas!
Very respectfully,
Patrick Huete
Check out the rest of the leaders who develop our midshipmen at the unit’s web site:
http://tulanenrotc.com/unit-staff/
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Mardi Gras Drill Meet—09 Feb 2018
The Tulane Naval ROTC Mardi Gras
Drill Meet was held on Friday, February 9, 2018 on the Tulane University campus. The University Center
Quad, Newcomb Quad, and Bruff
Quad were utilized for the competition. Students from around the country came together for the competitions. The Cadets of West Point were
hopeful to win an event, which they
did coming in first place in the Platoon Exhibition and the Color Guard
Competition. Several mentioned
they were also excited to spend time
in New Orleans and attend a Mardi

Gras parade or two. Numerous parents of students made the trip to New
Orleans to see their children and enjoy
the weather and the festivities. They
are always impressed and delighted
with the event.
Click Here for a link to the full article
with the list of participants and winners.

Your Tulane NROTC Alumni Association can help you stay Connected with Your Classmates and
your Class History.

Let us Assist you!
Alumni List by Year

Class History
1965 Example

Tulane NROTC Year
Book Collection

Bio Updates Online

Contact Classmates

Oral History Collection

Historical Archives on
the Internet

Join us at Homecoming
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Commissioning —18 May 2018
The 77th commissioning ceremony of the Tulane University’s Naval ROTC was held on
Friday May 18, 2018 inside the New Orleans Museum of Art. As always, Capt. Huete, the
NROTC staff and the Midshipman executed the ceremony with great professionalism.
Special thanks go to Chaplain LTJG Robert Johnson and the United States Marine Corps
Band New Orleans detachment for supporting this event. We were pleased to see our own
Rear Admiral Rick Snyder (Tulane NROTC class of 1983) as the guest of honor for the
ceremony. Admiral Snyder’s highly successful career is exemplary of the caliber of Tulane
NROTC graduates, and he gave our newly commissioned officers sound advice for success: “Give a Darn” and “Always give 100%”. Three midshipmen were commissioned
by Tulane NROTC Alumni family members. 2LT Dane Jones, son of Monique de QuayJones (‘85) and LtCol (ret.) Mike Jones
(’85), was commissioned by his father.
ENS John Tortorich was commissioned by
his father, CDR (ret) Larry Tortorich (‘79).
ENS Mallory A. (Brinley) Kistner was
commissioned by her husband, ENS Kade
Kistner (‘17). Each new officer had family
and friends come up and attach new insignia. The Association provided a one year
free membership to each new alum. Click
here to view the 2018 class page in our archives for the commissioning program.
Alumni Affairs-Taffrail Log—Welcome Aboard to our newest members.
The following Midshipmen were commissioned on 18 May 2018:
ENS Olivia K. Bancroft, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Surface Warfare community.
ENS Tyler M. Byrne, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into the
Submarine community.
ENS Erin T. Chandler, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Submarine community (first Tulane NROTC female to enter the submarine force).
ENS Armani T. Dirks, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Surface Warfare community.
ENS Austin J. Jahn, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into the
Surface Warfare community.
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Alumni Affairs-Taffrail Log (Continued from page 10)

2LT Dane M. Jones, USMC, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into the
Aviation community.
ENS Mallory A. (Brinley) Kistner, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into the Aviation community.
ENS Daniel J. Martinez, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Aviation community.
2LT Jacob R. Marvell, USMC, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Marine Ground community.
ENS Nicholas J. Melara, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Surface Warfare community.
ENS Madeline S. Smith, USN, graduate of Tulane University, was commissioned into
the Aviation community.
ENS John F. Tortorich, USN, graduate of Xavier University, was commissioned into the
Intelligence community.
Submit Your Bio Update for the next Taffrail Log

Your 2018 Board of Directors thank you for your support!
Name (Year)
LtCol Timothy Huete, USMC (ret.) (1980)
Mr. E. Morris Gray, Jr. (1959)
Col Wayne J. Bienvenu, USMCR (ret.) (1959)
Maj Todd Fujimoto, USMC (ret.) (1995)
LCDR Gregory W. Kahn, USNR (ret.) (1966)
CDR Michael P. Hallal, Jr., USN (ret.) (1984)
CAPT Brian S. Bourgeois, USN (ret.) (1982)
CDR John E. Crews, USNR (1988)
LCDR Norris L. Fant, USNR (ret) (1944)
LtCol Nora S. Huete, USMC (ret.) (1980)
Ms. Gretchen Z. Lowe (1990)
Mr. J. William "Bill" Vaudry, Jr. (1962)
Judge Thomas C. Wicker, Jr. (1944)
Become Member/
Pay Dues

Officer Position
President
Vice President
Executive VP for Building
Secretary
Treasurer
Communications Officer

Make Charitable Gift /
Donation

Register/
Update Info

If you would like to assist the Tulane NROTC Alumni Association in supporting your midshipmen, you may find links to
our website throughout this newsletter. If you prefer to do it
the traditional way, then please print this page, fill out and clip
the Dues Form below and mail with a check to the address on
the form. Thank You for your generosity.
2018 —Invest in your Association!
The Association
needs your
help in
support of
our mission. Our
main
source of
revenue is
your contribution.

Membership Card (please cut along dotted line)
Tulane Naval ROTC Alumni
Association Membership Card
Name:_____________________________
Class of ____
Please update contact information at http://
www.tulanenrotcalumni.org/onlineregisterhome_page.html

Dues Form (please include with check):
V1.8 August 2018
Name: ____________________________
Class of:__________
Rank (Active duty personnel):________
Address:__________________________
City, State & Zip:___________________
E-Mail: ___________________________
Phone: ___________________________
Lifetime Dues ($250)/
Annual Dues ($30)
Active Duty Dues ($15)
(please circle one)
or
Charitable Gift amount $_________

Please make checks payable to: Tulane
NROTC Alumni Assn.

USS THUNDERBOLT PC 12 when commanded by LCDR Lida Pardue Cooper
(class of 2004)

Mail to:

Tulane NROTC Alumni Association, Inc.
Tulane NROTC Unit, Tulane University
6823 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70118-5698

Communications Committee—New Website Coming Soon!
Thanks to the generosity and
creativity of Mr. Tom Dolan
(‘75), the Tulane NROTC
Alumni Association website
is being overhauled from the
ground up. The new site
will have state of the art features and will be compatible
with all modern devices such
as smart phones and tablets.
Target launch date is Homecoming 2018. The web address will remain the same:
www.tulanenrotcalumni.org.
Bio Updates Online

Contact Classmates

