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Married Barbara Adams the day after we were commissioned; still married; no kids. We are living 

the great adventure. 
 
      Went to flight training, got my wings in Oct 1966 and went to fleet A-4 squadron at NAS 
Lemoore, CA; two combat cruises to Vietnam in USS Coral Sea and USS Ranger (1967-69). During this 
period, I may have been the last of our classmates to see Rod Chastant before he was KIA; he and I tipped 
a few at the Cubi O'Club. 
   Went to the A-6 RAG squadron at NAS Oceana, VA as an instructor pilot and LSO (Landing 
Signal Officer). While there I went to night school and got A Masters (in Administration) from George 
Washington University. (1969-1972) 
   Next was a fleet A-6 Squadron and my third Vietnam cruise in USS America; participated in 
Christmas bombing offensive. Was shot down on the day Nixon announced he was going to sign a treaty 
(23Jan1973); was picked up by a helo from USS America; got a Purple Heart and a bit of Naval Aviation 
history as my aircraft was the last A-6 shot down in the Vietnam conflict. I ended up with a chest full of 
medals and 325 combat missions. 
   Stayed at Oceana but was assigned to an Air Wing (CAG-8) as the CAG LSO and made a Med 
cruise in USS America. After that cruise, we were assigned as part of the pre-commissioning crew to USS 
Nimitz. In addition to being a Nimitz plank owner, I made its 2000th arrested landing.  
   I detached from CAG-8 at the end of 1975 and went to the Armed Forces Staff College. I was in 
Seminar SIX which we affectionately called the six pack seminar. My next assignment remained in the 
Norfolk area where the Navy pulled the string on my Masters degree and assigned me to be responsible 
for aviation squadron manpower requirements. (1976-1978).  
   In 1979 I reported to USS Dwight D Eisenhower in the Mediterranean as the Strike Operations 
Officer. The Iranian hostage crisis led to our leaving Norfolk in April 1980 and returning at Christmas. In 
between, we had 4 days in port and were granted two beers per man on three separate occasions by the 
Secretary of the Navy for operating for extended periods at sea. This "six pack" cruise was payback for all 
the cold beers I'd enjoyed at Bruno's and The Raven. 
   My first command position was with the largest advanced training squadron in the Navy, VT-7 at 
Meridian, MS. (1981-83). When I was a Sea Scout growing up in Homestead, FL. During a summer 
encampment to NAS Jacksonville, I'd gotten to see the first A-4's when they were brand spanking new. 
 When I saw those jets, I knew what I wanted to do ... fly Navy. It was particularly satisfying to be flying 
the "scooter" when I was 40 years old and winding down an aviation career. 
   I joined USS Kitty Hawk as the Operations Officer in Pusan, South Korea. During this tour I was 
promoted to Captain. In 1985, I reported to DC and the OPNAV staff as the branch head responsible for 
the Navy's Manpower Authorizations and was later assigned to head up the Manpower Requirements 
branch. In 1989, I moved back to the Norfolk area as the Commanding Officer of the Navy Manpower 
Analysis Center. I got to finish up my Navy career the way I started ... at an NROTC unit. I was the PNS 
at the University of Oklahoma where I retired in 1993. Two F-14s flew over Oklahoma stadium as I paid 
my farewells to the Navy ... and to the future leaders of our Navy represented by the Battalion of 
Midshipmen. 
   I was hired by the RAND Corporation as a consultant to work on research projects relating to 
Navy training, manpower, and personnel.  I worked for RAND on a variety of Department of Defense and 
Navy projects for the next fifteen years. 
   I am currently retired; live on a golf course; and try to get back to New Orleans at least once, if not 
twice, a year to satisfy my addiction for po boys and oysters on the half shell. I try to drive by the old unit 
and every time I see that big naval gun out front, I fondly remember painting it (originally as a candy 
cane) on the four Homecoming eves I attended Tulane! 
 


