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Copyright September 2002 Noel Donovan Stuart

 

Since Paul Stuart, my husband, class of 1944 has dementia, I will share with you his experiences as told to me in the past and presently.

 

After 3 years in the Tulane ROTC, Paul was commissioned in the Navy after his junior year of school while working for the Water board of New Orleans. At this time the Navy needed officers so he
could not complete his studies for his degree. He was assigned to the PC 1214 in the pacific war zone. The ship was specifically designed to eject explosives over hoard to demolish submarines in the
area. Later he was given command as Captain. He took his ship through the Panama Canal and numerous ports.

 

An ensign under Paul's command had a "hot date" one Friday night when Paul ordered the ship to leave port on Friday. The ensign told Paul that he gave this command to leave early because he
didn't like the girl he wanted to date and he would get even with him. In 1946 the same ensign visited Paul in New Orleans. We all went to a party. I was paired off with the ensign who told Paul he
finally got even with him because he had the date with me. Paul said, "That was okay because you're leaving and I'll still be here."

 

After World War 2, Paul returned to Tulane to complete his senior year in mechanical engineering.  He was licensed in mechanical, civil, quality assurance and nuclear engineering. He continued in
the Navy Reserve until he was retired. After graduation he accepted a position with Mallinckrodt Chemical Works in St Louis. Missouri.

 

We were married in 1949. We have 5 children and 10 grandchildren. We are presently retired in La Jolla, California in an English tutor home. The sun shine kisses us on the cheeks every day and
we have a romance with our beautiful ocean.

 

While in St. Louis, Paul won the Metropolitan Opera Auditions. Music and art have been Paul's favorite hobbies along with sailing, golf and tennis. His art medium was mostly pastels for portraits.

 

Paul was recalled for the Korean conflict for two years. He served as first lieutenant and gunnery officer on the U.S.S. Pawcatuck (AO 108) an oil tanker which sailed to the Mediterranean Seas to
show our country's strength. They rotated the ships about every six months. On this tour of duty Paul invented a new improved method for fueling at sea. This system is still in use. Paul shipped out
to sea from Norfolk, Virginia 3 days before our second son was born. He did not return until Robert was 5 months old. On board the ship, Paul conducted a glee club and was tour guide for the
crew. He took the men to the Sistine Chapel and had an audience with Pope Pius the Twelfth. One of the sailors put a "half nelson" grip on the Pope. Paul suggested museums first before leather
and perfume factories. During this time while on duty the Pawcatuck collided with another ship, which was a major tragedy.

 

While in Italy, Paul sang at the Officer's Club. The violin and guitar players who accompanied Paul wanted him to "skip ship" go AWOL singing all over Italy with them. They were amazed at his
knowledge of their language and Neapolitan songs.

 

After the Korean War, Paul worked with Westinghouse under Admiral Rickover on the nuclear submarine program at Ingalls ship yard in Pascagoula, Mississippi. Later on, Paul continued in the
nuclear field working with commercial electric power plants and
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fusion, pertaining to creating new energy sources. He was employed by General Atomics (GA) in La Jolla. California.

 

In 1977 GA sent Paul to Istanbul to supervise construction of a nuclear power plant foe research foe the University of Istanbul. Upon arriving at the hotel, he thought they were offering to carry his
brief case, instead he was being frisked. The airport and train station were bombed the day before he arrived. It was election time. Many were shot out side his hotel window over looking the square
that same week. Prior to his return home Paul was threatened by the head of the construction company that if he left, they had ways and means thru the police that he would never leave Istanbul.
Two months later at GA the professor and friend from the University of Istanbul came to a seminar. He told Paul that he had overheard the threats made to him so he told the President "If anything,
I mean anything happens to Mister Stuart, I'll kill you!"

 

While at General Atomics, Paul prepared cartoon drawings some are enclosed. Thru the tears they have been used in numerous training courses to help explain the principles of quality assurance
to hundreds of attendees. Paul's idea regarding the Pisa Construction Company ("           and we saved 700 lire by not taking soil samples ") was a particularly powerful way of presenting a vivid
word picture regarding the costs and benefits of Quality Assurance.

 

In July 1992 Paul was a member of a five-man team that performed a QA audit of the Department of Energy Office of Waste Management's Vitrification Projects Division (E M-343). This was a
high-visibility audit with observers from the Nuclear Regulatory Commissions as well as the D 0 E Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste management.

This audit was especially important because EM-343 had struggled from a Q A standpoint during a previous audit. Paul's thoroughness during the audit identified the only deficiency that
was written. He was asked to think about a way of depicting the Q A-related progress that had been made by E M-343 as well as the challenges that were ahead foe them. Paul's
creativity and artistic talents resulted in the attached sketch ( " Evolution of E M- 343 Q A Program Implementation ......Q A : A Journey, Not a Destination ") This sketch was used
as the summary highlight during the exit presentation. The original sketch was later signed by the audit team as a memento.

 

Enclosed are photos of Paul while in the service, in civilian life working with the Fisher valve, and recent retired life.

 

Paul received awards for patent disclosures pertaining to electronics, piping and valves.  His many talents were demonstrated during his career. His publications are as follows:

 

Nuclear Power - A Key to the Energy Crisis, published in Transactions of ASQC Western Regional Conference, 1974.

Supplier's Responsibilities foe Quality in Fabrication of Materials, published in Transactions of ASQC National Conference, 1972.

Our Modern Navy - Nuclear and Conventionally Fueled, published in Transactions of Louisiana Engineering Society, 1962.

Recently Paul asked me "What's going to happen to me?" I replied "Sweetheart, you have dementia. I can't do anything about the circuits in your brain but I can keep you healthy

 

and happy. "That's what I do best!

 

The above written by Noel Donovan Stuart September 2002

Please note that since this article was written, Mr. Paul Stuart has passed away.
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