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At the corner of then and now

The Tulane Naval ROTC in New Orleans, LA proudly serves as one of the oldest and most
active Naval Reserve Officer Training Corp units in the nation. In 1937, Tulane President
Rufus Harris petitioned Chester Nimitz, acting chief of the Bureau of Navigation, to establish
a Naval ROTC unit at Tulane University. In 1938, a telegram announced the official selection
of Tulane University for this unit. The old gymnasium on Freret Street was re-designated as
the “Navy Building.” Since 1938, our historic home on the corner of Freret Street and
McAlister Drive stands strong continuing the mission to train officers for the United States

Navy and United States Marine Corps.

The Tulane Naval ROTC Alumni Association was established as a non-profit charitable and
educational organization with the purpose to sustain direct, lifelong symbiotic relationships
among its current and future Alumni, including their families and staff personnel. Building an
allegiance and legacy for both the old and new, our goal is to unite generations with a
profound sense of pride and commitment to integrity and service for those Alumni who

positively impact the well-being of our military and nation overall.

This document compiles examples of Tulane Naval ROTC graduates’ contribution to

significant events in US History.

Tulane Naval ROTC

Alumni Association

“Semper Fortis, Semper Fidelis”

tulanenrotcalumni.org
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Tulane Naval ROTC

The Tulane Naval ROTC Unit has aimed to commission the best trained and most qualified
Ensigns and Second Lieutenants in the United States Navy and Marine Corps. Our Battalion
trains midshipmen from the host Tulane University and cross-town affiliates of Dillard

University, Loyola University New Orleans, University of New Orleans and Xavier University of

Louisiana.

Tulane University NROTC is proud to have received the 2019-2020 Department of Defense
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps Excellence Award, recognizing our unit among all ROTC

units in the nation.

A midshipman shall be a capable mariner and
a person of liberal education, refined
manner, punctilious courtesy with a true
sense of personal honor. This includes a soul
of tact, patience, justice, firmness and

charity.




Significant events in US history

With over 2,000 graduates, we have served on land, sea and air in every conflict since our

founding, exhibiting a profound sense of pride and commitment in serving our Country.
Contained herein, our Alumni made efforts to document their experiences, and we have

compiled and extracted excerpts and more from their involvement in the following historical

events:

Vv World War Il: September 1, 1939 — September 2, 1945

v The Cold War: March 12, 1947 — December 3, 1989
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World War |l

The Second World War was a global conflict that lasted from 1939 - 1945, All the great powers,

as well as the vast majority of the world’s countries fought.

The Surrender of Japan to
Allied Forces on the USS

Missouri

The surrender of Imperial Japan

The following Alumni were in Tokyo Bay to witness the surrender of Imperial Japan:
e Louis Ramos (44)
e Michael Hardy Bagot (43)
e Judge Thomas C. Wicker (44)

KIA (Killed in Action)

Tulane Naval ROTC Alumni were killed in action during World War:
e Lieutenant JG David E. Crais (42): Crais was killed when the USS Buck (DD-761) sank off
the coast of Salerno, Italy. While on patrol on 9 October, USS Buck was attacked and
ambushed just after midnight by German submarine U-616 and hit forward starboard by

at least one and possibly two torpedoes.




cont.

e Ensign Albert Babcock McCoard, Jr. (42): July 10, 1943 McCoard was commissioned with
his Tulane Naval ROTC class of May of 1942. He was assigned to the USS Maddox
(DD-622). Maddox was on submarine patrol off Sicily during the initial Allied
ampbhibious invasion. A single German bomber scored and hit on Maddox’s ammunition
magazine. The catastrophic damage caused Maddox to roll and sink with two minutes.
Less then half the crew survived. Ensign McCoard was among those who did not survive.

e Ensign Herbert J. McCampbell, Jr. (42): August 9, 1942 McCampbell was commissioned
with his Tulane Naval ROTC class of May of 1942. He became our first Alumni casualty.
He was aboard the USS Vincennes (CG-49), as it provided pre-landing bombardment
for US Marines landing on Guadalcanal on August 7, 1942. Unfortunately, the
Vincennes went down later that night in a naval engagement now called “the battle of

Savo Island.”

Descendant of Tulane Family: LT (Lieutenant) Louis Tulane Bass, Jr. (42)

Bass was a member of the Tulane Naval ROTC unit. Anxious to see action, he resigned and
enlisted in the Navy as a student aviator. He was KIA (Killed in Action) and BNR (Body Not
Recovered) on June 16, 1945 over the Bay of Makassar, Sulawesi Provence, Netherlands East
Indies, now the country of Indonesia. Bass was a descendant of Louis Tulane, Paul Tulane’s

brother.

Ensign Louis Tulane

Bass, Jr.




cont.

Action in Pacific Theater: LT (Licutenant) Fred A. Skellie, Jr. (42)

About writing to his wife from USS Rodman...

Lucille and I had a secret code between us which we prepared before we left
Norfolk. The names of some of the boys in my high school class were used to
identify what Pacific island the Rodman would be visiting Gene— Hawaii Ray—
Guam Houston— Marshall Islands Pete— New Zealand and several more | was
to write that | saw "Gene" on such and such a day, which meant we were in
Hawaii. The code worked pretty well. Lucille would call my family to give them
the same information. (The statute of limitations has now expired and | cannot

be prosecuted for telling such secrets.)

Kamakazi off Okinowa...

The events of the afternoon of April 6, 1945 make this day the most eventful
one in the Rodman's history. We were conducting minesweeping operations
off the Northeast coast of ORinawa. Most of the crew had not been ordered
to their battle stations as the day's activities had been very quiet, but
suddenly about 15:30 (3:30) in the alternoon, two Japanese suicide bombers

came over the small hill of an island just a few thousand vards ahead of us.




cont.

Very quickly several of our gunners opened fire on the oncoming suiciders.
One crashed through the forecastle (toward the bow of our ship) into the
forward living spaces where a split second later its two bombs exploded,
bursting open the deck on both sides of the ship to the waterline. Some
compartments were completely demolished. Sixteen men were Rilled. Another
plane struck the superstructure penetrating the bulkhead of the captain's
cabin, which made it impossible for me to get to my battle station. There had
been a bad oil spill back near the stern, so several of us moved back there to
try to clean up the oil before fire ignited it. While back there, | saw a suicide
plane shot down by our gunners, land in the water close to our ship and flip

over, causing one of it's wings to hit the starboard side of our ship...cont.

USS Rodman after

attack in Okinawa
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cont.

The Marine air group had been notified of the attack on us and came to our
rescue— | saw a Marine flying a Corsair right on the tail of a Japanese plane,
fly through our anti—aircraft fire and knock down the enemy plane. Fires had
broken out in the forward part of the ship, almost completely gutting the
superstructure within. Nearly all the men whose battle stations were on the
superstructure were forced over the side by the flames. In the meantime, while
still tryving to clean up the oil spill, the gunner just above us pulled off his
headset and velled that the Captian said, "abandon ship". Everyone in our area

grabbed the available life jackets and went overboard, including myself.

When a ship is being abandoned there is always an assigned "skeleton" crew
who stay aboard with the captain and are the last to leave. | was not assigned
as a member of this group. We were told later that David Caldwell, the
damage control officer, and his group were making such good progress in
putting the fires out and shoring up bulkheads to keep the water out of
spaces below the waterline, that the captain reconsidered and decided that
the ship could be saved, provided she did not take another serious hit. The
ship then limped into the island group Kerama Rhetto, just about 5 miles
southwest of Okinawa. We who had gone overboard were picked up by the

small minesweepers. We were returned to our ship the next morning,.

Our gunners, with the help of the marine pilots, were credited with taking

down 11 enemy planes.
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cont.

Action in Africa: LT (Lieutenant) Spalding Kenan Manson, Jr. (42)

As described by one of his officers...

Manson graduated Tulane NROTC in May 2, 1942 as Ensign with a BS
Degree in Civil Engineering. On May 8, 1942, he boarded USS Texas
(BB-35) as gunnery junior officer in turret #1. Between June and July, 1942
he escorted convoys to West Africa and Prestwick, Scotland. On October 14
1942 he was assigned to the Admiral's staff (combatant) as a decoder. On
November 8, 1942 he participated in the North African invasion in
Casablanca while aboard USS Texas.

In January, 1943 he continued to escort convoy to Casablanca while
providing reinforcement to General George Patton. In April, 19943 he was
part of the Admiral's staff transfers to USS South Dakota (BB-57.) During

May — July, 1943 Mason was with the British Fleet to contain German
battleship Tirpitz in Norway from Scapa Flow Naval base, Orkney Isles, and
guard Murmansk convoys. That same year in August, he transferred to USS

South Dakota in Norfolk to the engineering department and damage control,
and proceeded to the South Pacific for 22 months, including landings at
Tarawa, Kwajalein, EniwetoR, Majuro, Guam, Saipan, Tinian, Hollandia,
Philippines (Leyte and Luzon), lwo Jima, and ORinawa earning 10 battle stars.
In May, 1945 Mason was assigned to the NROTC Unit at the University of
Texas, Austin. He was offered a promotion to LCDR (Lieutenant Commander)
i remaining in service, but declined. On November 10, 1945 Mason was

discharged to civilian life.

1



cont.

Recollections: CAPT (Captain) Charles W. Frank (43)

The most poignant memory of our instructors was of Lt Jack Wintle. How well
| remember him teaching me how to use a point of aim with a Colt .45 while
on the range at Corpus. It was only one of the gems of wisdom that these
dedicated regulars sought to pass along to the voungsters in the program.
Sadly, Lt Wintle was killed on the bridge of the cruiser San Francisco
alongside Adm Callahan on whose staff he was serving during the battle of
Savo Island. He was our first casualty and perhaps more than any other event

brought our attention to what lie ahead to the forefront.

Where did the Navy cannon come from? This is the naval

gun, not a cannon!

Five-inch, 51 caliber gun likely from USS Wyoming
(BB-32) which was removed from active duty in 1931 for
use on a training ship and scraped in 1947.

Total weight of approximately five metric tons.

24.5 |b (11 kg) charge of smokeless powder gave 50 Ib
(23 kg) projectile, a velocity of 3,150 ft (960 m).

Range was 15,850 yd (9 statute ml or 14 km) at

maximum elevation of 20 degrees.
Useful life expectancy was 900 effective full charges
(EFC) per liner.




cont.

Amphibious Operations: LT (Lieutenant) Frederick Ellis (45)

So, life went on until one morning in early February, 1944, we were advised,
bv Mr. Lucas, that in three weeks our entire class would be commissioned, a
vear early. | know now that the reason was that thev needed thousands of
officers to man the amphibious ships which were being built at shipyards all
over the country. We soon began to hear the jokes, like “|. ST means long slow
target.” We were taken down to visit one which was passing through New
Orleans, and | must say, it didn't look so bad to me. Nevertheless, the jokes
continued, mostly from the senior class, who were being assigned to more

conventional ships

[ remember that when we were taking inventory of the equipment on board
the ship on our way down the Mississippi River, we couldn’t find the officers’
45 automatics, and added that item to the punch list. Later, on our way
overseas, the missing .45s turned up, so we had seven extra guns. Why |

didn’t steal one at the end of the war, I'll never know.

We left Levie Gulf after the initial invasion and returned to Hollandia for
another load. While there, Dan Zyvlla took advantage of a careless Army
person, and stole a jeep, which was transported back to the ship in one of our
LCVP’s, and by the next morning had a new serial number and a nice coat of
Navy gray paint. When the paint was dry, the jeep was taken back ashore on

ship’s business, and somebody stole it back.

[ also recall that while we were at Biak, the captain went to an O club there,
and met a Red Cross girl, with whom he promptly fell in love. He brought her

on board for dinner one night, and they spent some time together...cont.
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cont.

After we returned to Leyte and discharged our cargo, we anchored out in the
gulf to await further orders. The captain seized the opportunity to catch a
flight back to Biak to see his sweetie. Of course, in the real Navy, this would
be desertion of his post in time of war. After he left, we got orders to take on
a load to join the first re—supply run to Mindoro Island, which had recently
been taken by our forces. Poor Gene Norton was beside himself, but we got
the ship loaded, and were just about to weigh anchor for Mindoro, when the
captain returned. His new girl had gotten herself a new guy, and so he

returned immediately to the ship.

The run to Mindoro was the toughest combat we saw during the war. We had
loaded up on Christmas day, and departed Leyte Gulf a couple of days later.
Except for two four hour stretches, we were under attack for the entire
three—day trip. The convoy lost several ships, including our sister ship the
LST 750, which took a torpedo. The 749 had been sunk just a few days
before that, so we began to worry that the numbers were against us. We got
credit for shooting down one Jap plane, which may or may not have been
trying to crash us, and should have gotten at least an assist on a couple more.
| remember very clearly that the plane we shot down was just off our stern,
and was pulling up as though to select a target, when a tracer from one of
our rear 40s went right into his belly. There was a little puff of smoke, and he
dived right into the water. | recall that | said to the group commander, who
was standing right by me, “You gotta give us credit for that one.” Every time
a plane was shot down over the convoy, he would have to decide who got
credit for it, and every time a plane was shot down a bunch of ships, including
ourselves, would want credit. He would have to pick one. This time, he picked
us, and within a few minutes a Jap flag was painted on the side of the conning

tower...cont.
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cont.

Of course, if he hadn’t picked a ship to get credit, everybody would have
claimed it, and the count of planes shot down would be about ten times

reality.

One problem was that a few of the gunners got so scared that they asked to
be relieved. | was able to replace the first two, but when the third one asked
to be relieved, | had no one to put in his place, so | told him to stand by. The

problem was that the convoy was taking a pasting from the suicide planes,
and we were not having any luck shooting them down. Just then, the
escorting destroyers shot down a couple, which exploded spectacularly into
flames. The third man who asked to be relieved than reported that he was all
right, and there was no further difficulty along those lines. Another thing is
that the commander of the escort radioed back that it we didn't get air
cover, he couldn’t guarantee that convoy would get through at all, and of
course that word spread all over the ship. We did get some air cover after

that.

[t was sometime during this period that one of the men got a monkey as a
pet. The monkey was an ill-tempered beast, and was Rept on a leash at all
times. On day, | think we were in the Sulu Sea at the time, he got loose, and
the men chased him all over the ship. Finally they cornered him in the after 40
mm gun tub. As they closed in, he jumped over the side. Of course, there was
no stopping, and the last we saw of him was his little head bobbing up and
down in the water. We were in sight of land, so | guess there was a chance he

survived.

We got back to Manila on August 6, 1944, and discharged our cargo. A few
days later, we heard about the atomic bomb being dropped on

Hiroshima...cont.




cont.

By then, we knew that we were slated for a D-Day landing in the invasion of
Japan, and we wondered what effect this new weapon would have on the war.
While on our way back to Leyte from Manila, we heard, on about August 14,
1945, that the Japs had asked for peace. We later heard that there had been
a huge spontaneous celebration in Leyvte Gulf, with the ships firing their guns,
and rockets and flares. We missed this, but on September 2, 1945, when we
were back at Levte, and the surrender was formalized, there was another,

huge, but not spontaneous, celebration, in which we took part.

The Cold War

After World War Il, the United States and its allies, and the Soviet Union and its satellite states
began a decades-long struggle for supremacy known as the Cold War, between 1947 - 1989.

The Reykjavik Summit: RADM (Rear Admiral ) Eric McVadon (58)

The Reykjavik Summit in Iceland was held on October 11 - 12, 1986 between President Ronald
Reagan and Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev. This was not actually a summit, but rather a
session in which these leaders explored limiting each country’s strategic nuclear weapons,

which continued the ongoing arms-control negotiations.

16



cont.

TAs Commanding Office Iceland Defense Force, RADM (Rear Admiral) Eric McVadon (58)
infroduced President Reagan to the press. McVadon also served as Military and Naval

Attaché, US Embassy Beijing China from 1990 - 1992.

RADM McVadon

welcomes President

RADM McVadon

Reagan
introduces President

Reagan

Nationalist Chinese Moved to Taiwan: LCDR (Lieutenant Commander)
Norris Fant (44)

Norris Fant was on board when the US Navy moved Chinese nationalists, including Chiang
Kai-shek, from the mainland to Formosa, Taiwan. When peace negotiations between the

KMT (the Kuomintang Chinese political party) and the CCP (the US Army Pacific’s

17



cont.

Contingency Command Post) failed, the Chinese Red Army crossed the Yangtze, also
known as Changjiang, river. Kai-shek and the KMT fled to the island of Formosa where

approximately 300,000 soldiers had already been airlifted.

Chinese nationalist
Chiang Kai-shek

Seizure of USS Pueblo: LT (Lieutenant) Carl Berman (64)

Carl Berman was an Air Intelligence Officer on the USS Enterprise aircraft, visiting Sasebo,
Japan in January, 1968 when US intelligence ship USS Pueblo was seized by North Korea.

Berman later earned a PhD and retired as an NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration) Corps officer.

USS Pueblo e
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cont.

Berman gave this description of the events from USS Enterprise view...

“Evidently, the Pueblo radioed their predicament to the proper authorities but
by the time they got the President out of bed to make a decision, (Nixon), the
ship was already tied up in North Korea. We had planes on the cats ready to
go at a moment’s notice but we couldn’t do anything without directions from
Washington. The Enterprise stayved on station in the general area for a while, |
don’t remember how long. The intelligence section prepared anti air warfare
maps for an impending airstrike (which never came). Interesting to note that
one of the officers in VA-35 had served aboard the Pueblo earlier in his
carcer. We were constantly under surveillance by various news helicopters

which had to be warned away from the ship during flight ops.”

Release of POWs: LT (Lieutenant) Michael Redington (66)

During Republic of Vietnam tours, Redington specialized in POW (Prisoner of War) recovery
intelligence. Notably, he was the debrief officer for John McCain. While on a bombing
mission during Operation Rolling Thunder over Hanoi, Vietnam in October of 1967, John
McCain was shot down, seriously injured and captured by the North Vietnamese. He was a
prisoner of war until 1973. McCain experienced episodes of torture and refused an out-of-

sequence early release. Leader McCain was seen with President Richard Nixon.

Officer John McCain
greeted by President

Nixon
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Alumni accolades

Colonel Doug Hurley (88), USMC, Astronaut

Excerpt and photo from doughurleyastronaut.com...

Colonel Doug Hurley is an Astronaut, former military test pilot, a civil engineer, and retired

US Marine Colonel...cont.

Colonel Doug Hurley, /
USMC, Astronaut

Colonel Hurley flew two space shuttle missions (STS-127 and STS-135.) He traveled back to
space for the third time as the Commander of the Space X Crew Dragon Demo-2, the first
crewed spaceflight from American soil since 2011. Colonel Hurley helped NASA and the
United States open a new era of human space travel and make spaceflight history by
working with a private company to launch astronauts into orbit. He spent a total of 93 days
in space and contributed 100s of hours to supporting scientific discovery on the

International Space Station.

Colonel Hurley is a sought-after media personality and brand spokesperson. He is an in-
demand speaker for audiences seeking a unique perspective on teamwork, innovation and
leadership. Colonel Hurley is the space commander recognized for bridging the gap
between government and private sectors to inspire teams to think out-of-the-box and

boldly create success without limits.
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cont.
Richard Orme Werlein (45), Antarctic Explorer

Operation Windmill was officially named “The US Navy Antarctic Development Project
1947-1948." Windmill had a primary mission of obtaining ground reference points for the
aerial photography taken during Highjump. Sometime in late 1947, it was realized that some
70,000 aerial photograph taken during Highjump were of very limited use as they could not

be related to actual geographical points on the ground.

On the second Antarctic Polar Explorer, Ensign Richard Orme Werlein, “Buddy,” Tulane
Naval ROTC class of 1945 was the Assistant Hydrographer, mapping the navigation portions

of the Earth’s surface and adjoining coastal areas.

Ensign Richard Orme

Werlein

Many years later, an island had been named “Werlein Island,” which was one of the many
islands surveyed during the expedition. The name originates from the United States of
America and is part of the United States Gazetteer and the SCAR Composite Gazetteer of
Antarctica. But at the time surveyed, it had no particular significance and it was not known

that one day some government body would name it in honor of him.

Antarctic Polar

Explorer




cont.
James [. Zumwalt (2005), Bronze Star Recipient

Excerpt from Tulane University; photo from the office of Rep. Frank Wolf...

Tulane University alumnus James E. Zumwalt, a lieutenant in the United States Navy, is
pinned with a Bronze Star by Rep. Frank Wolf on June 18 for “exceptionally meritorious

service” in Iraq in 2010 with an explosive ordnance disposal team.

He represents the fourth generation of his family to receive the Bronze Star. The honor was
noted in the Washington Post. Zumwalt, who now works for a defense contractor, received
a bachelor's degree from Tulane in 2005 and served two tours of duty in Iraq. His

grandfather, who also received the Bronze Star, was Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., the former chief

of Naval Operations.

Lieutenant James E.
Zumwalt receives
Bronze Star by Rep.
Frank Walf
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For 85 years and counting

The Naval ROTC has positively contributed to Tulane in many ways, including having cross-
town students being part of the Tulane battalion since the 1970's from neighboring campus’
such as Dillard University, Loyola University New Orleans, University of New Orleans and

Xavier University of Louisiana.

Continuing, as referenced in US News and the Wall Street Journal regarding popular

college rankings, Midshipman improve Tulane University’s rating as follows:

High number of first generation college students.
Higher than average four-year matriculation vs. average Tulane University students.

100% employment upon graduation, with zero debt.

Higher than average employment compensation.

For 85 years and counting, we revel in our past, appreciate our present, and look forward

to our future contributions through the Naval ROTC at Tulane University.



The information presented in this document has been gathered from historical sources, with

Alumni documenting their experiences at that time.
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